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Inside this Issue 

Please think about what you can contribute to the next Newsletter. A family milestone,  a holiday snap, a 

paper clipping,  photos which you have taken, a family history story. The Clan Chisholm Newsletter relies 

on contributions from you in order to keep it relevant and interesting. 

If you see a hyperlink, you can Ctrl+ click or Tap and go directly to the linked site. 

We hope you enjoy the read.  

Kim Polley and Robert Chisholm, Editors. 

 

Ceud Mìle Fàilte  

This is the third edition of the combined 

“colonial” newsletter, incorporating the 

branches from Australia, New Zealand, Cana-

da, and USA. Contributions  from downunder 

are the mainstay of this experiment. To really 

succeed there needs to be some more activity 

from those in the Americas, your participation 

is required for this newsletter to succeed. Join 

in and help grow the spirit of clansmanship. 

 Something which all readers can do is to read 

Fay Chisholm’s splendid page 5 article on Julie 

Wood’s ambition to send out one million 

names in Braille.  Please consider responding 

to Julie, send her a list of first names from 

your family, she will send them back in Braille. 

Help her to reach her one million target. 

There is some great news from Wollongong, 

with the research of Dr Christen Chisholm and 

others into Motor Neuron Disease, see page 7. 

Check your branch page (28) for contact de-

tails and to see if 2026 subscriptions are due. 
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CLAN CHISHOLM SOCIETY 

By Fay Chisholm, NZ Branch Treasurer, Delegate to Clan Council,  

Immediate  Past President CCSNZ 

The older members of the Society who are at present holding key positions are calling all 

Chisholm’s worldwide especially those in the 30 to 55 age group we need you to step up 

and take over some of those key positions on Clan Council and Branch Committee’s. 

Clan Council meetings are held by email three or four times a year which means you 

don’t need to leave home to attend as a delegate half a world away. At present quite a 

few of those top positions are filled by members in their late 70’s and 80’s, so it’s time for 

younger ones to step up. 

 

The Clan has a lot to offer in the way of help with family research, as a member you can 

look on the website at the genealogy section where many family records are held, plus 

we have a forum for family research help. Most branches have a Family history re-

searcher who can also help, just contact your local branch for details. 

DNA is also another way of finding which family line you belong to and help is available 

for this as well from our DNA researcher. 

 

Then also on line in the Clan website are all the Journals dating back to the very first 

one ever printed, plus the books about Chisholm’s and descendants of Chisholm’s who 

fought in both wars and among them those who gave their life for us all to live in peace. 

Plus the many other books about Chisholm families that have been written over the 

years. 

 

The Artefact section on line is quite interesting to see items that are held by Chisholm 

families, you can also have recorded an item that has been in your Chisholm family for 

many generations or has been put on display in a museum or like the Inverness town 

hall where two swords that belonged to a Chisholm along with a little of their history are 

on display. 

 

Last but not least I myself had always wanted to attend a Clan gathering and when it 

was announced a gathering was being held in 2024 I was determined I was going to at-

tend, and this I did at the age of 84 along with my daughter and youngest son and 

daughter in law we flew halfway round the world to be there. What an experience meet-

ing folk I’d had contact with for many years on Clan Council. Then going to places of in-

terest to us Chisholm’s on bus trips and learning more of our history made it all worth-

while.  But the highlight of the gathering for me was meeting our Clan Chief Hamish 

Chisholm and his sister Susan (Council Secretary), two very special people. A Clan gath-

ering in my book is a must for any member if you have the time and the resources to do 

so. 

 

So come on you younger Chisholm’s, step up and keep our Clan movement going! 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES 

I was able to obtain a group photo of some Chisholms at the NHHG in Sept. 2025. 

US Chairwoman, Joyel Chisholm Morris, usually hosts this tent.  However, due to her son 

having surgery at that time, her siblings jumped in to host the tent!  They are in attend-

ance every year and do help out, but they took it all on this year in her absence.  I am so 

proud of my nieces and nephews for doing this.  There were many 'little Chisholms' tag-

ging along with them. 

 Report: 

The 50th Annual New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival took place on Sept. 19 - 21, 

2025 at Loon Mountain Resort.  Cheers to 50 years!  This 3-day celebration show cases 

sights, sounds and the spirit of Scotland, as its hosts, NHSCOT, will tell you.  It is the 

largest of the games in the Northeastern US. 

 Chisholm's are no strangers to these games.  For nearly 40 years a clan tent has been 

hosted.  Proud Chisholms have marched in the Clan Parade carrying a Chisholm tartan 

banner and answered the Clan Roll Call.  This Clan tent has received the "Best Clan Tent 

Award" twice over the years. Many members and friends of Clan Chisholm attend the 

games every year.  Special thanks to the Chisholm Family who hosted the tent this year!  

Back Row, L to R: 

Jay Chisholm, Shannon Lyons, Jeff Vigeant, Ceciley Chisholm Vigeant and Kurt 

Chisholm. (Jay, Ceciley and Kurt are siblings) 

 Front Row, L to R 

Gavin Chisholm, Charlotte Vigeant, Madison Chisholm, Lyla Vigeant, Chisholm Morris, 

Darwin Chisholm and Archer Chisholm.   

Photo credit:  Courtney Chisholm 

 

by Val Perry,  USA 
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‘Chisholm’ in Family Search Book Collection – January 2026 

(Kim Polley, Australia) 

I   was pleasantly surprised to see many thousands of hits for the word óChisholmô when I investigated books listed in the digital library at FamilySearch. 

Click here for Family Search Digital Library 

The highlighting of the keyword in each text is a useful tool.  

 

As I expected, there were several books about the Chisholm Trail and Jessie Chisholm, as well 

as Caroline Chisholm. Others listed included the following: 

Nydegger, James Archibald, b 1864, a book called The Chisholms: being a brief history of 

the origin of the Chisholm family with special reference to the Chisholms of Maryland. 

(114 pages)  

History of the Chisholms by Alexander Mackenzie (1883-1898). (243 pages) 

Aldis Eberard Hibnert compiled in 1948, Chisholm and Sinclair descendants in America 

from Archibald Chisholm and Mary Scott, and John Sinclair and Mary Graham. (33 

pages)  

Harriette F Thrasher focused on the Chisholm family and families of royal descent in The 

Clan Chisholm and Allied Clans. She wrote the book for Hugh J Chisholm. (350 pag-

es) 

Myth and reality: the Chisholm family in Elgin County 1819-1835, created by George 

Thorman. (25 pages) 

Audrey Barneyôs wonderful book Chisholm Pioneers in Colonial New Zealand: initial 

studies into their background, migration and settlement. (235 pages) 

 

Clan Chisholm Society in America newsletters are available. 

 

Chism Family Association newsletters are available.  

 

In 1973 Barbara Schlotthauer of Fresno, California wrote A brief narrative about the Mac-

Gillivrays, the Henderson, the Chisholms, and the others within our family circle. 

Some names and places in her account include:  

Alexander Chisholm b 1814 = Margaret McDonald of Culour Farm, Breachachy, 

Beauly. They had a daughter Ann. Annôs lineage is provided back to about 1730 with 

her maternal grandparents being Ewen aka Evan McDonald = Ann McDonald, pa-

ternal grandparents John Chisholm b 1782=Ann Noble b c 1785 in Struy. Two of 

Alexanderôs brothers, Donald and Hugh Chisholm, emigrated to New Zealand. Hugh 

died in Victoria, Australia in 1867. Other names mentioned included Mary and Isa-

bella Michael. Isabella was Mrs W Bald of Scottsdale, Tasmania.  

 

Hugh Chisholm (1860-1946), the eldest Chisholm of Alexander and Margaret of Culour 

married Isabella MacDonald (1880-1937) on 23 December 1898. Isabella was the 

daughter of Hugh and Ann Macdonald of Reindown near Beauly. They had 3 daugh-

ters, Mary, Ann and Alice Chisholm.  If anyone has a connection to this couple, 

Hugh and Isabella, I would love to hear from them. (kim.polley13@gmail.com) 

 

Other names mentioned in the narrative include MacRae, MacLean, Nugent, Sjoden, 
Mackie, Murray, MacKenzie, and the following places:  Oldtown of Aigas, Teawig 

Farm, Dochfour, Kirkhill, Inchory and many more. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/library/books/
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⠉⠇⠁⠝ ⠉⠓⠊⠎⠓⠕⠇⠍ ⠎⠕⠉⠊⠑⠞⠽⠴  

I  n 2001, when Julie Woods became a single blind parent, she said “why not” to the 

question “Do you want to learn Braille?” She not only fell in love with Braille, but also 

with Louis Braille, the French boy who at the age of 15 invented his system of reading and 

writing for use by the blind. In 2009 she attended an international conference in Paris to 

celebrate Louis Braille’s 200th birthday, where, on January 4, she climbed to the top of the 

Eifel Tower, poked her head through the railing and called out over the city of Paris, 

“happy birthday Louis Braille.” 

In 2012 Julie had the Braille alphabet printed on the front of her business card, and using 

a portable slate and stylus, began writing people’s names in Braille.  Whenever she trav-

elled with her  husband Ron Esplin, she would write the names of their guides and hotel 

staff in Braille, and give it to them as a gift.  

One young woman in India cried when Julie gave her name to her, saying “Words cannot 

describe how I am feeling at this time.”  

Not long before Julie turned 20 years blind, she heard a conversation on Radio NZ with  

Kathryn Ryan, who was interviewing a mental Health nurse called Francis Salole. Francis 

had taken a year off work to paint 1 million paintings to raise awareness of mental health.  

Julie thought this was so cool she asked herself “What can I do?” 

When Julie turned 20 years blind on 27 March, 2017 she wrote on a small piece of paper 

“write 1 million names in Braille” and placed it in a jar in her office. Since then names 

have gone all round the country and all over the globe, with Julie now aiming to send 

names in Braille to every country in the world. 40,000 names have been written in Braille 

so far, including Trixie in Canada, Tony in Thailand, Hilda in Kenya and Aida in Iran. 

Names have gone to 69 countries around the world, even the Dark Destroyer from “The 

Chase” has his name in Braille. ( ⠙⠁⠗⠅ ⠙⠑⠎⠞⠗⠕⠽⠑⠗) 

Julie set this goal because she wanted to raise awareness of Braille, tell the story of Louis 

Braille and connect the world with dots. If you would like to receive your name in Braille 

then send an email to julie@thatblindwoman.co.nz with your full name and a list of first 

names of your family. Also include your postal address and Julie and her team of volun-

teers will send them to you for free. 

Recently Julie worked with Relief aid to get names into Syria, Ukraine and Gaza and had 

the following response from one of those she wrote a name for:  “The Braille of my name is 

more than just writing. It feels like a message of solidarity and love that crosses all distanc-

es.” Ahmad, Aid worker, Gaza  

  If you would like to help Julie connect the world with dots, then email her a list of names 

today, and see if you can read the three words embossed above the Braille alphabet below. 

One Million Names in Braille by Fay Chisholm, NZ 

⠃⠽ ⠋⠁⠽ ⠉⠓⠊⠎⠓⠕⠇⠍⠂ ⠝⠵  ⠕⠝⠑ ⠍⠊⠇⠇⠊⠕⠝ ⠝⠁⠍⠑⠎ ⠊⠝ ⠃⠗⠁⠊⠇⠇⠑  

mailto:julie@thatblindwoman.co.nz
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continued overpage 

An Australian breakthrough in motor neurone disease treatment 

This article  was written by Kate McIlwain.  Click here 

I  n 2020, scientist Justin Yerbury received a $1 million grant from the Fight Motor 

Neurone Disease charity. Justin had MND. He was keen to identify the problem-

atic proteins that mutate within the nerve cells of these sufferers. They experience mus-

cle weakness, paralysis and death. Sadly, Justin died before his research was completed. 

Recently, his team, led by Dr Christen Chisholm, published a world-first proof-of-

concept study in the journal Nature Communications.  ”The paper shows how their new 

tool, based on Justin’s idea and research, can seek out, tag and destroy the toxic pro-

teins that overwhelm nerve cell defences and eventually kill motor neurons”. p. 60. 

Dr Chisholm stated that the publication could also have implications for Alzheimers and 

Parkinson’s disease. For a full copy of this article, as reported in the Illawarra Mercury,  

ask Robert.   

Justin Yerbury, Member of the Order of Australia 

 with friend and colleague  Christen Chisholm (left)  

and wife Rachel Yerbury (right) 

More about Professor Yerbury here. 

https://www.examiner.com.au/story/9109021/australian-universitys-world-first-breakthrough-in-mnd-treatment/
mailto:rpchishom@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justin_Yerbury
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(continued) 

continued overpage 

Researchers unveil potential new treatment for Motor Neurone Disease 

WORLD-FIRST DISCOVERY REMOVES TOXIC PROTEINS BEFORE THEY CAN DAM-

AGE MOTOR NEURONES  

University of Wollongong (UOW) scientists have developed a breakthrough therapy that clears toxic proteins 

from nerve cells ï a world-first discovery that advances the work of the late Professor Justin Yerbury and could 

transform the treatment of Motor Neurone Disease (MND).   

The proof-of-concept study, published today (date TBC) in Nature Communications and led by Dr Christen 

Chisholm from UOWôs Molecular Horizons, unveils a therapeutic designer molecule, MisfoldUbL, that targets 

and removes toxic misfolded SOD1 (superoxide dismutase 1) proteins from cells. SOD1 is an antioxidant en-

zyme that plays a crucial role in protecting cells from damage caused by superoxide radicals About 35 per cent 

of people with inherited MND in Australia have SOD1 gene mutations that cause more frequent misfolding.  

ñIn MND, proteins misfold more frequently and the cellôs degradation systems become overwhelmed and stop 

working properly. The misfolded protein can then accumulate, forming clumps or óaggregatesô and over time, 

this accumulation damages and eventually kills motor neurons, leading to gradual muscle weakness, paralysis 

and death,ò Dr Chisholm said.  

ñWe wanted to design a therapy that could help the cells get rid of harmful misfolded SOD1 before it could 

accumulate into aggregates. To do this we needed a way to identify the misfolded protein in the sea of cellular 

proteins. Once identified, we needed a way to feed misfolded SOD1 into the cellôs degradation systems.ò 

Developed with industry partner ProMIS Neurosciences, Misfold UbL acts like a protein recycling tag. It at-

taches to misfolded SOD1 proteins and directs the cellôs waste-disposal system to break them down before they 

form clumps. In tests on mice, the treatment slowed symptom development, protected motor neurones in the 

spinal cord and preserved muscle connections compared to untreated animals.   

The project was initially led by the late Professor Justin Yerbury, who received a $1 million FightMND Drug 

Development Grant in 2020. Professor Yerbury,  who lost his own battle with MND in 2023, was a carrier of 

the SOD1 gene mutation and dedicated much of his career to understanding its role in the diseaseôs develop-

ment and progression. Early in her PhD, Dr Chisholm took the helm of this project following Professor Yer-

buryôs death. 

Dr Chisholm, a former high school science teacher, had been friends with Professor Yerbury for many years. A 

mother of three young children, she was inspired by Professor Yerbury to change careers and join his lab to help 

him continue his research following his MND diagnosis.  

ñThis research is the result of years of dedicated effort by many amazing scientists, all inspired by Justin and 

driven to advancing our understanding of MND and how to treat it,ò Dr Chisholm said. ñI am especially hon-

oured that Justin entrusted his idea to me to develop and Iôm so proud and grateful to all the people who helped 

me bring his idea to fruition. 

ñThis incredibly important research was funded by donations through FightMND and wouldnôt have happened 

without the support of people who contribute their hard-earned money in the hope that we can make progress in 

the fight against this devastating disease.ò 

The project was undertaken by researchers from UOWôs Yerbury Lab in collaboration with renowned MND 

researcher, Professor Neil Cashman.   

ABOUT THE RESEARCH 
óDevelopment of a targeted BioPROTAC degrader selective for misfolded SOD1ô, by Christen G. Chisholm, 

Rachael Bartlett, Mikayla L Brown, Emma-Jayne Proctor, Natalie E Farrawell, Jody Gorman, Fabien Delerue, 

Lars M Ittner, Kara L Vine-Perrow, Heath Ecroyd, Neil R Cashman, Darren N Saunders, Luke McAlary, Jere-

my S Lum and Justin J Yerbury, was published in Nature Communications. 

https://scholars.uow.edu.au/christen-chisholm
https://scholars.uow.edu.au/christen-chisholm
https://www.uow.edu.au/research/our-research/research-institutes-and-facilities/molecular-horizons/
https://fightmnd.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DDG_2020_Yerbury-combination-therapy.pdf
https://fightmnd.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DDG_2020_Yerbury-combination-therapy.pdf
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Editors note: Dr Christen Chisholm is the Daughter in 

Law of CCSNZ member Allan Chisholm, of Dalmeny 

NSW a long time resident and citizen of Australia.  

She is married to Allan’s son Shannon, and  her three 

daughters were part of the  Anzac Day  reports in the 

June 2024 Newsletter (page 20) 

Thanks to Shannon and Christen Chisholm for supply-

ing  information and photographs 

(continued) 

continued overpage 

“Dr Christen Chisholm is a passionate molecular 

biologist with a close personal connection to Motor 

Neuron Disease research and the cruelty MND 

can inflict on families. 

 

After working in cancer research at the Chidren’s 

Medical Research Institute, she travelled the 

world and became a high school teacher.  But 

when her close friend, Professor Justin Yerbury 

was diagnosed with MND, she went back to re-

search at the University of Wollongong and com-

pleted her PhD under Justin’s guidance, despite 

the challenge of him being unable to talk. 

Justin was motivated to understand MND after linking it to the deaths of his grandmother, 

aunt, uncle, cousin, mother and sister. As a young man, he was an Illawarra Hawks basket-

baller, who was later awarded the Order of Australia for his contribution to science but sad-

ly passed away in 2023. Christen and the Yerbury lab group carry on Justin’s legacy at 

UoW. 

In 2023, as a student her research was awarded equal first place with a Doctor from Oxford 

University at the International MND Symposium in Switzerland and in May 2024, as a new 

Doctor she presented her findings to the world’s top 100 neuroscientists in Germany.   

Christen continues to advance Justin’s concepts and in 2025 her research was published in 

the prestigious journal Nature Communications. 

In late 2025, Christen was awarded a 3 year Research Fellowship by MND Australia to re-

search ways to improve delivery of the treatment the Yerbury lab has developed. 

 

None of her work is possible without funding from charities such as MND Australia.” 

Researchers unveil potential new treatment for Motor Neurone Disease 

https://www.mndaustralia.org.au/research/our-research/current-research#:~:text=MND%20Australia%20awarded%20$2%20million,and%20recipients%20are%20available%20below)
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Wendy Chisholm  

reigning Drum Major at NZ Pipeband National competitions  

Invercargill March 2025 

continued overpage 

7 7 8 

T he national pipeband competitions were in Invercargill this year and about 45 

bands competed.  

Wendy is the reigning NZ champion Drum Major - that's the person out the front of the 

band with the mace.  

She is in the Grade 4 Caledonian Society Pipeband in Christchurch. That Society has ju-

venile, Grade 4, Grade 3 and Grade 1 bands as well as running both Scottish Country 

and  Highland Dancing groups. 

Christchurch also has a number of other bands with St Andrews College having 3 

bands.  The Scottish tradition is still popular.  

Wendy went to Invercargill to defend her title but the weather was so atrocious the street 

marching had to be cancelled as it was too rough on the instruments and even tougher on 

the players and the audience. The photo below shows her coming down the street with a 

strong wet southerly right in her face - members shoes are not visible due to the rain belt-

ing down on the road.  All members' shoes were full of water as they played and sloshed 

behind her. 

Remember that a lot of Scottish families immigrated to Southland 150 years ago - seek-

ing a better life. On my mother’s side (McDonalds) - they came from Auchtermuchty (near 

Perth) to Invercargill.  

Let's hope for better weather for the competition at Inglewood 2026. 

by Gary Chisholm, NZ 

“Not all battles are fought with swords -- some are played with pipes in the storm” 

Editor’s note: 

This is a  

Full 

Colour 

Photo! 
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(continued) 

Wendy led the band around two long loops of the main streets of Hanmer late last 

year. The parade had a lot of floats and the band were pretty tired at the end as it 

was a hot day. 

The photo shows her mace with green tinsel and some members wearing Santa hats. 

The photo is taken marching beside the former Queen Mary Hospital grounds which 

still house the Chisholm Ward. 

The National Pipeband competitions are in Inglewood 20/21 March 2026. 50 bands 

from NZ and a few from Australia will attend.   

Wendy Chisholm - leading the Canterbury Caledonian Society 

(Christchurch) band at the Hanmer Springs Christmas Parade. 
by Gary Chisholm, NZ 
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continued overpage 

I   wrote this article to record some of our experiences and impressions in case any read-

ers might be considering travelling there. 

The weather was very pleasant for the time of year.  We chose those dates to see the Au-

tumn colours but only the leaves were changing colour in the higher areas showing that it 

was still quite warm and we had virtually no rain. Our guided 14 day small group tour 

stated in Osaka and ended in Tokyo passing through Kyoto, Kanasawa, Shiragawa go, 

Takayama, Nagano, Matsumoto, Lake Kawaguchiko and finishing with 3 days in Tokyo 

To get the best airfares we flew direct from Sydney to Tokyo and next day took a bullet 

train to Osaka.  We thought it would be interested to see the country but the ride was so 

smooth we slept for most of it. 

We concentrated most on the older areas often built in the Samurai period which ended 

around the 1860s.  The Samurai government was very conservative, preserving the Samu-

rai culture.  However after more contacts with the west in the nineteenth century there 

was a demand to modernise and produce an advanced economy.  The resistance to change 

led to civil war and the end of the Samurai. 

My overall impression of those cities, although the centres are quite modern, was that not 

a lot has changed since the recession which started in the late 1980s except the toilets!  

Everyplace we stayed had the latest in electronic toilets!  They each had a number of but-

tons which could give you quite  a surprise if you did not know what you were doing. 

Another aspect that impressed me was the timbers in the houses and castles.  Even the 

largest castles are constructed of the most beautiful timber, pines and cedar.  We saw the 

great buddha hall in Nara with huge wooden statues.   Osaka castle is a massive struc-

ture on a par with large European fortifications but made with great large timbers. 

Alistair Thompson 

Visit to Southern Japan October and November 2025 for myself and my wife Marianne. 

 

Great Buddha Hall, Nara 
Osaka Castle 

Osaka Castle Moat 

Higaskiyama District 
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1 

4 5 6 

Another notable characteristic is the cleanliness, the place is spotless and there are few 

rubbish bins – they take their rubbish home with them.  Not so good on the weeds 

though, I saw quite a bit of unwanted weed growth in Tokyo. 

The food also was excellent and beautifully presented. 

The Kyoto area missed most of the bombing in World War II and consequently is well 

preserved  The Fushimi Inari Shrine is famous for its thousands of tori (shrine gates) and 

is incredibly photogenic.  The Nishiki market and the old Higaskiyama district are well 

exploring.  Some of the old buildings are hundreds of years old.  

Another area with ancient buildings was Kanazawa with Kanazawa castle and many old 

buildings of the Edo period, 1600 to 1868.  Also in Kanazawa we visited the beautiful land-

scaped Kenrokuen garden. 

Our next move was to Takayama , stopping at the Shirakawa Village, a World Heritage site 

and a small village in a narrow valley.  It was comprised of very quaint steep roofed houses. 

Also at Takayama was the Matsuri no Mori (Festival Museum) where massive festival floats 

are on display.  These floats are huge and weigh many tonnes.  They certainly leave anything 

at Rio for dead. 

Our last move was to Tokyo but stopping on the way at Mount Fuji 5th station (about half way 

up).  It is an amazing place for photos and it is impossible to avoid taking dozens of them. Our 

last couple of days was at Tokyo where there are, of course, many interesting things to but in 

particular we enjoyed the Tokyo views, Tsukiji Market and the Imperial Palace. 

(continued) Visit to Southern Japan October and November 2025    Alastair Thompson 

Float Museum Takayama 
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 Welcome to the world, our newest little Kiwi  Chissie 

 Welcome to new member of Clan Chisholm Society, NZ Branch 

 Jeanette Chisholm 

 

Malakai Chisholm-Corry 

Great grandson of the late John Chisholm (Mangawhai) 

Grandson of new member Jeanette Chisholm 

Jeannette Chisholm (Auckland) is the youngest child of the 

late John Chisholm. She accompanied him on his grand 

tour to the Scottish Highlands.  Jeanette is so keen on her 

Clan Chisholm that she has  had had the Clan Crest inked 

onto her arm. 

Welcome to the Clan Chisholm Society Jeanette, we hope 

you will  be helping us to retain and safeguard our  Clan 

history and heritage. It is wonderful that your father has  

with you, succeeded in promoting  the last wishes of our 

founder, Mairi Chisholm of Chisholm, to “inculcate in each 

succeeding generation the love of family and the knowledge 

of our history. “ 

Roderick Chisholm (Balnabruich, Strathglass) 

John Chisholm (Aigas) 

Allan Chisholm (Breakachy, to Dunedin 1871) 

Alexander Chisholm  (Waimate) 

Bruce Chisholm  (Cambridge) 

John Chisholm  (Auckland) 

Jeanette Chisholm  (Auckland) 

Tyrone  Chisholm-Corry (Auckland) 

Malakai  
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 By Tony Morrison 

Michael Chisholm Morrison 

1 

4 5 6 

I  t is with sadness that I have to report the death of my brother Michael 

Chisholm Morrison on the 18th of August, 2025. 

Mike was the eldest son of Lieut. Cmdre Keith Morrison, RNR and Margaret (nee 

Chisholm) Morrison. He was born in Dorking, England on the 12th of June 1937. 

His father died when Mike was only three, in the epic naval battle between the 

heavily armed German pocket battleship, The Admiral Scheer and the Lightly 

armed converted merchantman, The Jervis Bay, defending convoy HX34, in The 

North Atlantic. 

Our mother returned with we two boys to Australia, in 1945. Mike was very com-

petitive and excelled at sport, particularly cricket and rugby. He was in the “A” 

teams all the way through school, and in the 1st X1 and 1st XV in his final years, 

but his real passion was diving, representing his school in The Combined Schools 

swimming carnival, assisting Olympian, Murray Rose to win the competition 

(along with many others, it must be said!) 

Mike was an organized sort of youngster which stoked his interest in the cadets at 

school, where he became Chief Cadet Under Officer, and then qualifying for admis-

sion into The Royal Military College, Duntroon in 1957. He graduated as a lieuten-

ant in 1961, having represented RMC in both Cricket and Rugby. He was the 

smallest bloke in the competition and won Rugby’s ‘Best and Fairest’ in his final 

year. He was competitive and tough 

He married Helen Watson in 1964 and she accompanied him on postings to Ma-

laya and New Guinea and at home, when he was stationed in Australia. Mike 

served two terms in Vietnam, where he was mentioned in dispatches for courage 

under fire. He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 1985. He worked hard and consci-

entiously, fought courageously, and was well respected by his peers and diggers 

alike. 

Mike worked in various roles in his retirement, but it was not the same for him as 

serving his country. 

Mike was very proud of his Chisholm heritage and his connection to the ‘Bush’ and 

Raeburn. He leaves behind two sons, Nicholas and Simon and two Daughters, 

Kathryn and Phillipa. 
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Alan Robert Asquith 

excerpts from his son, Ron’s eulogy  

1 

4 5 6 

A lan Robert Asquith passed away, 98 years old, 

on December 3rd, 2025. 

Alan had a full and fantastic life. He grew up in the 

poverty of The Great Depression but ultimately be-

came Director of Forward Design for The Australian 

Navy, responsible for designing and building Billions 

of $’s worth of naval warfare ships. 

He was especially blessed in marrying Elizabeth 

Chisholm and with his children, Ron and Fiona, family 

meant everything to Alan. 

Alan was born in 1927, the roaring 20’s, followed by the great depression in 1929. Peak 

unemployment was 32%. Allan’s father, Arthur, lost his job. There was no welfare. They 

went to live with Arthur’s mother.  

Arthur leased some land, where they had a cow, a few chickens and grew vegetables. He 

begged, borrowed, scrounged for any sort of materials to build a house. Poles, galvanized 

iron, and jute for the walls. Allan went barefoot to school, often slept on the veranda but 

never went hungry, even if it was onion soup and worked hard on the farm.Allan did well 

at school, topping his small class. A sign of things to come. 

He got his first job in a hardware store aged 13. In 1942, aged 15/ Allan became an appren-

ticed shipwright at Garden and Cockatoo Islands, repairing war damaged ships. He passed 

his apprenticeship and was rewarded by being thrown into the harbour off an aircraft car-

rier. During his time there he discovered an interest in ship design, so he went to UNSW, 

studied hard, got his diploma in 1950, aged 23. 

He went to Scotland in 1923 and worked in Dundee and Glasgow, designing cargo and pas-

senger ships. He met his future wife, Elizabeth Chisholm, at The Berkely Dance Hall in 

central Glasgow. They were married in 1955. 

Allan got an offer to run a shipyard in Devonport, Tasmania in 1961, so they came back to 

Australia. The owner of the shipyard died in 1965, but Alan was offered a job in naval ship 

design in Canberra, so they moved again. He eventually made director of forward design in 

Navy designing and building Naval and auxiliary ships. He joined The Australian Defence 

Force Academy in 1987, where engineering officers trained for their degrees. He was a lec-

turer and tutor at ADFA for 18 years. He retired aged 79. 

He bought a 200 acre bush block at Gunning, that he built a house and a shed on and ran 

30 merino ewes. Memories of the depression years were hardwired into his thinking and 

he did it all the hard way using 2nd hand materials, whatever he could find. But it worked. 

It was a great partnership between him and his son Ron and to cap it all off, they won the 

1st prize and medallion at The Royal Easter Show for the best, most stylish ultra fine 

fleece. 

Alan did many other things and had numerous hobbies, such as canoeing down the 

Shoalhaven, Murrumbidgee and other rivers, dancing, restoring old cars etc. He was never 

still. He valued hard work and education and from a poor childhood, his achievements 

were remarkable. 

Alan’s motto: “Never say die ‘till a dead horse kicks you” 
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Fronds of the Fern 

Janis Mary Peleton died on 3 August 2025, in Karori, Wellington. 

Her funeral - Celebration of Her Life - was Monday 11 August - Jan, born in 1930, was 

a grandaughter of Edith Martha Chisholm, the seventh of  the offspring of Joseph Wil-

son Chisholm, and Elizabeth Gell. 

She was a long time member of Clan Chisholm Society and was always a cheery and 

helpful presence at the annual gatherings  held in Christchurch. She will be sadly 

missed by the NZ Branch 

Jan Peleton 

Raymond John Chisholm 

Sadly I have to report the passing of longtime mem-

ber of Clan Chisholm Society, John Chisholm, late 

of Mangawhai.  John lost his battle with cancer  on 

20th July 2025. Happily, his health was good 

enough to thoroughly enjoy the big family reunion 

which turned out for him, 5 months earlier. 

 John was very keen on family and heritage, and 

his trip to Scotland 8 years ago, with daughter 

Jeanette, was  a highlight of his later years. In 

Scotland , he purchased a Clan Chisholm Flag, and 

this was often seen flying from the flagpole in his 

front garden.  

He is succeeded by his children Judith, Ray and 

Jeanette, his many step children, and an ever in-

creasing amount of grandchildren, great grandchil-

dren, and great great grandchildren, in addition to 

his five brothers and one sister.  

Pic of john and siblings 

John Chisholm (centre) with his brothers and sister, photo taken March 2025. 

In chronological order from L to R 

Allan, David, Jim, John, Robert, Duncan, Christine 
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Obituary from USA 

Anna Chisholm Dickinson 

With heavy hearts, her  family shared that Anna Marie Dickinson, 68, passed away 

peacefully on Saturday, November 15, 2025, at 7:30 a.m. 

Anna had recently returned from a beautiful three-week cruise to Japan when her 

neurological symptoms suddenly progressed. She was diagnosed with a rare prion 

disease on November 1st, and the illness moved quickly. Through it all, her warmth, 

humor, and steady love never faded. 

Anna was born in Chicago and raised by her Deaf mother, Vicky—part of a long line 

of strong, resilient women. After meeting her husband, Michael, they moved in to-

gether after just three dates and never looked back. This October marked 49 years 

together—a lifetime of love and adventure. 

She worked 41 years with the U.S. Postal Service, following in the footsteps of her 

mother, Vicky, before retiring to do what she loved most: quilting, crocheting her an-

nual Christmas ornaments, traveling, solving puzzles (she was even published in 

Games Magazine!), and in earlier years, riding motorcycles—she even had her own 

bike. 

Anna made Spokane her home in 1993 and filled her life with community, friendship, 

and joy. 

She leaves behind her husband Michael Dickinson; their children Michael Jr., Tanya 

(Alex), Shawn (Corrine), and Kelly; her siblings April and Ricky; and her grandchil-

dren Kendyl, Kayla, River, Allana, Avery, Ashton, Kaden, and Lyle. She is preceded 

in death by her parents, Vicky Hudson and Tom Chisholm, and her brother Chris 

Chisholm.              (adapted from Anna’s FB page) 

 

Clan Chisholm Society extends its deepest condolences to Michael, and Anna’s children, 

grandchildren, and siblings. Anna was such a talented and valued member of the 

Chisholm Genealogical Forum, callsign Spokanna, and whenever there was a query to 

do with US ancestry, she was bound to jump in and help sort things out. She also helped 

a lot with the research needed for the WW1 Centenary Memorial Project, and of course 

was an expert with the Fodderty Tree in the Clan Chisholm Genealogical Database. An-

na shares this tree, and her Chisholm ancestry, with  her Olde Worlde cousins Mathew 

Chisholm in the UK, and  our immediate Past President, Juliette Chisholm-Broomfield. 

https://www.facebook.com/anna.c.dickinson
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continued overpage 

by Pat Chism, USA.  

Chism Family Association  

Chism House, Chismville,  AR. 

Chism House (restored) Chismville Arkansas  (Wikipedia Creative Commons licence) 

C hismville, located in Logan County, Arkansas, was named for Dr. Stephen 

Chism who built his home there in 1845.  Dr. Stephen Chism was the son of  

Rev. Jacob Chism, of the Mill Creek Kentucky family line. 

See overpage for  copy of original family record. 

The town is now nonexistent except for the Chism homeplace. Its post office closed in 1934.  

In 2009, already 174 years old, the building was  purchased by a local family, placed on the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places, and was restored using the traditional log restoration methods 

and stands as a wonderful example of pioneer architecture. (Dr. Curtis Varnell). 

Chism Family Association 

Read about the last direct descendant  to visit the  Old Chism House 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487113758059147
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._Stephen_H._Chism_House
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487113758059147
https://www.swtimes.com/story/news/2014/03/26/last-descendant-visits-chism-house/24369940007/
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(continued) 

The family record gives 

exact dates of birth and 

date of marriage for Jacob 

Chism and Priscilla How-

ard. This marriage to 

Priscilla was a big red flag 

for the descendant, who 

spent 25 years chasing the 

ancestry of Jacob Chism. 

This was because the  ge-

nealogy  generally accept-

ed was that Jacob’s moth-

er was Mary Howard, 

meaning he would have 

been marrying his moth-

er’s  sister, aka his Aunt! 

And Jacob was a  con-

firmed member of the Mul-

key congregation, no doubt 

aware of  what Leviticus 

had to say on such a mat-

ter. 

The Family Record shows 

the birth of Stephen 

Chism on 14 Dec. 1815, 

and his marriage on 13th 

March 1842, just 3 years 

before he built the house 

in Arkansas. 

Chism Family Association  

Chism Family Association 

Jacob Chism Family Record 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487113758059147
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By John Ross 

                    Hamish Tuanui Chisholm,  Chatham Islands 

 

 

H amish is the Coordinator of the Chatham Islands Predator-Free Project, and the 

leader of the Chatham Islands Landscape Restoration Trust. He is a sixth gen-

eration islander and a farmer, and intensely committed to the well-being of these islands 

and to these projects. 

 

  The Chathams are a group of eleven islands about 862 kilometres east of Christchurch, 

of which only two, the main Chatham Island and Pitt Island, are large enough to have 

human habitation, these days about 780 permanent inhabitants. Hamish has observed 

that ’Living here requires a love of the outdoors and a contentment with [one’s] own com-

pany.  ‘I have lived here my whole life and spent a large part of it walking around in the 

bush tens of kilometres away from the closest person.’ Given thousands of years of isola-

tion, unique species of trees, birds and other life-forms evolved, and for about 700 years 

there was a small Polynesian population, the Moriori, However in the nineteenth centu-

ry a Māori tribe (iwi) invaded from the mainland, and European settlers came also. They 

brought with them rats, possums and feral cats, which have done much damage. Great 

efforts are being made to eliminate these pests. 

 

Hamish’s Predator Free Project holds out the hope that the populations of the unique 

local species of birds can recover. The local black robin (kakaruia) was recently saved 

from extinction, and efforts are being made to save other birds, notably the Chatham Is-

lands tomtit, the magenta petrel (‘taika’), the Forbes parakeet, and the Chatham Islands 

pigeon (‘parea’), especially. Much of the native flora has disappeared, on the main Chat-

ham and Pitt Isands, except in the southern corner of main Chatham, there is the Tuku 

Nature Reserve and a covenanted area, but the Landscape Restoration Trust  members 

are making an effort to save what is left and to replant more of the land with indigenous 

species of trees and shrubs.  

 

As Hamish has said, ‘The island gets battered by the elements and it takes a special per-

son, plant or animal to survive and thrive there. But that leaves you with a resilient and 

resourceful community that you know you can rely on.’ 

 Chatham Islands Landscape Restoration Trust 

Photo 

Christchurch 

865km 

https://www.chathamrestorationtrust.org.nz/about-us/our-team/hamish/
https://www.chathamrestorationtrust.org.nz/about-us/our-team/
https://www.facebook.com/ChathamRestorationTrust/photos/peter-de-lange-hamish-chisholm-and-lori-albert-setting-out-to-make-an-attempt-at/900484292526973/
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Diary of Simon Morrison (1825-1907) with a Chisholm twist 

(Kim Polley, Australia) 

 

A re you interested in reading a diary of a Scottish emigrant to Geelong 

and Melbourne, Victoria? At Electric Scotland, I discovered the intri-

guing diary of Simon Morrison, a teacher from Beauly. It reveals a daily account 

of his travels to Australia on the Confiance, departing 8 December 1852 and ar-

riving on 15 April 1853. He had the foresight to list ten of his respected friends 

at Beauly and it’s vicinity. John Chisholm and family were mentioned. He kept 

in touch with John and others through writing letters and sharing newspapers. 

His recording concludes in the 1890s. If only all of our ancestors had kept a diary 

like this! 

 

1852. October 7th Thursday I commenced my journey this day to Australia. We slept last night at 

my fathers house and took breakfast this morning with John and Eliza at . We then called at Well-

house near Blarnagustin and bade farewell to my brother’s family. We parted with my mother, 

Eliza, Jessie and John in the wood above the Free Church Manse. Our parting was sad and sor-

rowful. I hope we shall never forget each other. I will ever retain that parting scene as a green spot 

in my memory. I will ever remember my dear and affectionate mother with the gratitude of a son 

who owed much to the faithfulness of a kind, affectionate and tender-hearted mother. We parted 

with poor father at his own house. He is much failed and much bowed. Called on Mr Macdonald, 

John Mackintyre, Culleharry. Found the latter unwell and in bed. Got some honey from his wife 

which did good to my throat. Called at Croy and bade our friends farewell. Met poor Isabella and 

Granny in Petty. Got letter from them in haste from Mr Walcott.. Got to Inverness. Arranged with 

the Steam Boat agent for a passage to Edinburgh. 

 

…. 37 years and 44 pages later……… 

 

1899. MEMORANDUM. September 1st. I and Mother went this day to Bacchus Marsh to meet our 

old pupils, parents and friends at a Social held on our behalf at the Mechanics Institute. There 

was a large assemblage to meet us on this occasion and we spent a happy evening together. Mr 

Thomas Pearce was Chairman. We were very hospitable received by Mrs William Anderson and 

her two daughters, Beatrice and Grace. Thomas Rutherford and John Randmair met us at the 

Railway Station and drove us to Mrs Andersons.  
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From the Archives 
 44years ago  Chism Family Association winter newsletter 1982 

This talk was given by Sr. Catherine Chisholm (Sec of CCS America) as part of the 

memorial service at the Chism Family Re-Union, August 1982, Eufaula, Oklahoma.  

Read it here: Chism Family Association Newsletter Winter 1982 pp 8-9 

THE SCOTTISH HERITAGE 

H eritage is that which comes to us by right of birth. It is something that, like it 

or not, is part of our very being, a part of the building block of the complex 

creatures that we are. Most of us here trace back to a Scottish heritage, a Chisholm her-

itage. For some of us that heritage is a vague awareness of wild creatures roaming the 

hills and playing the moaning pipes. 

I was fortunate, as a child, to spend my summers in Nova Scotia art the farm built by 

my great great grandfather, John Chisholm, in 1801. I grew up feeling that to be Scot-

tish was to be special. 

I always like to read and as I grew older I delved into just what it was that made it spe-

cial to be Scottish, to be a Chisholm. 

I think that I was a bit disappointed to learn that the Clan was most likely of lowland 

origin, but since there were Chisholms in the Highlands since at least1248, I felt I could 

validly claim HIGHLAND ancestry. I was proud to learn that Chisholms joined Robert 

the Bruce is his struggle to establish a viable Scottish Kingdom. They continued to be 

involved in that struggle for an independent nation throughout the centuries. 

Scotland can be wild, stark, frightening, forbidding; it can be a peaceful sheltered glen. 

Strathglass, Clan Chisholm country is such a place. It is a peaceful contrast to the 

moors beyond. Did the Chisholms choose Strathglass because of their gentle love of the 

beauty of nature, or did they acquire that ease with the things of the earth because of 

their surroundings? 

Living close to the face of a mountain produced an admirable sense of independence in 

the highlander. The mountains sheltered game; the lochs provided him with fish. The 

whole atmosphere gave him a sense of at-oneness with his God. The bards of the 

Chisholms were connoisseurs of the beauties of crag and cliff and possessed in their 

mother tongue (Gaelic) a rich vocabulary description of the various types of hills and 

knolls, peaks and mountains which every day they saw around them. The highlander 

loved his native land, and where the visitor perhaps saw only the unfriendly face of na-

ture, he found inspiration. 

The Chisholms were no paragons of perfection; they did their share of appropriating 

castle and deer, yet they do not appear to have been engaged in the almost constant 

strife that seemed to be part of the history of many clans. Perhaps the peace of their 

surroundings had a calming influence. We have all heard charming anecdotes of their 

manner in settling border disputes. 

As I read more deeply into the history of Scotland I was horrified to find the terrible 

things that had been done in the name of Religion, in the name of the love of God. Peo-

ple were tortured and put to death for their beliefs. To a certain extent the Chisholms 

By the editor 

https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/747458/?offset=16&return=1#page=1&viewer=picture&o=info&n=0&q=


 

Clan Chisholm Society          Combined Australia, Canada, NZ & US Branch  Newsletter  Issue 3        Jan.  2026           Page 23                                                                                           

From the Archives  (continued) 

were sheltered from much of this turmoil. Part of their protection was geographic. They 

were not untouched by the Reformation though the mountains surrounding them gave 

them a security from government raiding parties, but nowhere, even in the writings of 

non-Chisholms could I find any reference to a lack of tolerance. This was certainly a rare 

thing in those troubled times. When religious services had to be held in secret, as they 

were for over 100 years, no one ever betrayed his neighbor, even though the reward for 

doing so would have been great. The Chief embraced the new religion while members of 

his close family remained with the old. Some said that the conversion was for political 

reasons-who knows-for us, theirs is the lesson of tolerance. 

The Chief of the Clan has been likened, I think wrongly, to a feudal Lord. It is true that 

he could call on his Clansmen to raise arms etc., but these men were his kinsmen. He 

could be at home having a cup of tea with them in their crofts discussing the next day’s 

hunting, or the outcome of the spring planting. 

The highlander had a great interest in folk literature, folk history; he had a traditional 

interest in family ties. Laughter, story, song and music relieved the monotony of work. 

Why then did our ancestors leave Strathglass? For a diversity of reasons-overpopulation-

the land could no longer support so many; oppressive laws; quest for opportunity to bet-

ter oneself; religious freedom. These were the reasons for most of the early immigrants. 

The spirit of independence and the quest for a free Scotland with its rightful King led the 

Chisholms to join in the earlier Jacobite uprising as well as “go out” for Prince Charles 

Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie). Scotland’s dreams for freedom were destroyed in 

a few hours in the cruel defeat at Culloden in 1746. Persecution of the highlanders grew 

outrageously. Chiefs whose lands were not confiscated were taxed highly. Many were 

convinced to sell their lands, lands which were really theirs in trust for their clansmen, 

to sheep herders. This led to the infamous “Highland Clearances.” Whether the high-

lander emigrated from economic necessity or from personal choice, he certainly could not 

have relished parting from a homeland which he loved. The Chisholm emigrant seems to 

have held no ill will for the chief who drove him from his lands. He seems to have recog-

nized the forces that impelled him to do this. There are records of immigrants Chisholms 

strongly declaring their loyalty to their on true Chief, the Chisholm of Chisholm in Scot-

land. 

Many of the early settlers in this continent were able to bring little with them from their 

native Scotland, but they did bring their religious faith. It played an important part in 

sustaining them during their first experiences in a strange country. When settlers, both 

Protestant and Catholic first arrived in North America they had few opportunities to 

profit from the guidance and comfort of the clergy, who for the most part did not follow 

after their flocks until some years later. Sectarian differences had to be forgotten. Pres-

byterians had their children baptized by itinerant Catholic priests. When they had no 

clergymen to aid them they kept their faith alive by their own endeavours, their family 

devotions. They built churches in advance, hoping that a priest or minister would come 

to take charge of the parish. Religion was felt as an immediate and personal force always 

at work on each individual. It pervaded his daily life and actions. 

A few years ago when I was talking to Reverend Robert Pitcock, he remarked how many 

of all faiths among the Chisholms (Chisms) still devoted their lives to the services of the 

Church. 
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From the Archives  (continued) 

Donald Chisholm (Donald the Blacksmith) was a good poet and much respected in his 

native Strathglass before he emigrated to Nova Scotia in 1801. He travelled on the Au-

rora, probably with my great great grandfather; they were both from Knockfin. In one 

of his many poems he reminds his listeners:  “Remember your faith and stand by your 

church, though another would say it is irrelevant. It is a mark of favour to be under the 

shadow of the cross. He who would forsake its image will ultimately see his own ruin” 

Scottish spirituality seems a combination of the practical and the transcendental. God 

lives in our everyday lives molding the two. Our myth, our poetry, our daily experienc-

es, the beauty of our lands- these are means of knowing our God. Mairi Chisholm of 

Chisholm exemplifies this type of spirituality. At 18, despite her mother’s opposition, 

though with her father’s blessing, she went off to nurse the troops in the front line in 

Belgium. Her heroic efforts are probably familiar to most of you. In an age when it was 

comfortable to settle for “flower arranging” she had a keen mind that possessed a drive 

for the absolute that would lead her to the fountain of truth. She wished to know the 

most of absolute truth that was in her power. In her youth, the immediate practical ap-

plication was her ministry to the wounded. 

Mairi took as her model Mary Chisholm, her great grandmother. When Mary was in 

her teens (around 1770) the Englishman, Gillespie, and his associates came to pressure 

Mary’s father, the Chief, who was sorely oppressed by the exorbitant taxes, to sell his 

land to use them for grazing. When Mary heard this she left the house and roused her 

clansmen, about 1,000 of them gathered. There at their head was Mary in her bonnet 

and shawl. Her words struck deeply into his heart. “If these, your people are driven from 

their homes, I, your only daughter, go too.” Needless to say, Chisholm land was not sold 

at that time. 

Mairi told me how proud she was of this ancestor who led her to appreciate and cherish 

the clan and family spirit among Chisholms throughout the world. 

Mairi laughingly told me that her mother felt that a girl with brains was most unac-

ceptable to any male. Fortunately her father felt differently. He wished her to be well 

read, well versed in the business of estate management, on the count that his wife and 

her sisters were at the mercy of any shark as they knew nothing. 

I knew Mairi for about 10 years. First through letters- then about seven years ago we 

met. There was a real meeting of the minds. Her quick humour, her ability to penetrate 

immediately to the crux of any matter made her wonderful company.  Mairi did every-

thing with a purpose. She was aware of her responsibility as a woman, a woman with a 

mind as well as a heart. Her last will and testament included the following passage:   

“To all members of the Clan Chisholm Society, I send my farewell in 

the fullest manner of the word. It is my earnest desire that they will 

continue our aims and objectives and inculcate in each succeeding 

generation the love of family and the knowledge of our history. To 

those that I have known or with whom I have had personal corre-

spondence, thank you, and may God bless you.” 

Sister Catherine Chisholm of Rochelle NY was a pioneer in building the Clan Chisholm Society USA,  The 

branch was founded around 1971, she was secretary from 1974 until her death in 1983.  See obit. overpage 
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Today, we have received word from Chairman Colin Chisholm that Sister Cathe-

rine passed away. yesterday, November 9th, at the Convent of Mary the Queen, 

Yonkers, New York. Her funeral Mass will be held at St. Gabriels Church, Yonkers, 

New York on Saturday, November 12th with burial in St. Joseph's Cemetery at 

Yonkers.  

 

For those of us who were close and who shared in the work and like of the Clan 

Chisholm Society in America, this is a time of sadness and grief. We have lost in-

deed the leadership of this great lady but more we have lost the personal relation-

ship with one whom we have loved and respected as a friend, kinsperson, relative, 

and a beautiful human being.  

 

Our hearts are heavy. Our memories race back over the years that we have known 

Sister Catherine - precious moments of happiness, sadness, concerns, expectations, 

sharing, shortcomings, forgiveness. Her example will ever be our guideline. We are 

all better persons for having known her.  

But she would have us all stand tall this day, to be persons with great courage, to 

rejoice and give thanks for the bountiful mercies and blessings of God Almighty. 

She would ask that we put on our Clan Colors and Ornaments, yes to wear the tar-

tan kilt, to share our love and affectations, to support our family institutions, to 

carry pride for Clan Chisholm and its Chief, The Chisholm of Chisholm. She would 

ask that we come together and reason together and work together and build a fami-

ly Clan whose reputation of kinship and service to mankind would be unequalled. 

Yes Sister Catherine leaves us all a great legacy. We are thankful that she came 

amongst us and shared our lives as common members of Clan Chisholm. We will 

give her name honor in our halls, we lift our glasses to her memory, and we will re-

member forever her good works to us personally, her beloved Clan Chisholm, and to 

all humanity.  

From the Archives 
 42 years ago  CCS Journal  27   1984    page 16 

By the editor 

A Special Communication  

honoring  

SISTER CATHERINE CHISHOLM  

Secretary/Treasurer, Clan Chisholm Society in America  
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From the Archives By the editor 

SISTER CATHERINE CHISHOLM  

Secretary/Treasurer, Clan Chisholm Society in America  

The Chism Family Association, Biennial Gathering. Eufaula, Oklahoma, 7-9 August 1982 

C olin Chisholm, Chairman  of  Clan Chisholm 

Society of America, and Sister Catherine 

Chisholm attended the 1982 Chism Family Association 

Gathering on behalf of Clan Chisholm Society. The dis-

tinguished kilted gentleman on the  right side of the 

front row has been positively ID’d by Val Perry as Colin 

Chisholm, Chairman of the US Branch CCS,  and be-

side him is his daughter, Sister Catherine Chisholm, 

secretary of the US Branch.  

If any readers , or family members, have  further infor-

mation on Colin Chisholm or Sister Catherine, stal-

warts of the Clan in the very early days of the Society in 

America, please get in touch with the editor.  In her ad-

dress to the Chism Family Association in 1982, with 

respect to Chisholm ancestry, she did mention a name, 

a time, and a place, but nothing before that time or be-

tween that time and 1982. It was John Chisholm, 1801, 

Nova Scotia, and those three things certainly conjure an 

image of a Highland clearance from Strathglass. 

It would be a nice gesture to build a Family Tree for 

this family and place it in the Chisholm Genealogical 

Database. Can you help? There are many relatives and 

descendants across North America, and the search is 

going to lead to Pomquette River  near Antigonish, and 

possibly back over the seas to Strathglass. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/487113758059147/media/albums
mailto:rpchishom@gmail.com
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 From the Archives 
 64 years ago  Clan Chisholm Journal Number 5 1962 

Chiefly about the Chisholms 

*              *               *               *               * 

*              *               *               *               * 

By the editor 

The Chisholm Lecture Theatre in the Melbourne University is named after the first President of the 

Victoria Branch of our Society, Professor Alan Roland Chisholm. A simple plaque records the dates 

of his appointments there. It is not everyone who has such a tribute paid during his lifetime.  

Published recently in the United States was James Chishohn's "South Pass 1868." This is a first-hand account 

of the Wyoming Gold Rush, as told in the journal of a young Chicago Tribune reporter. This young Scot, who 

played the flute, and had come to America from his native land only three years before, suddenly found him-

self in the midst of the blood-thirsty and often desperate group of men trying to get rich quick.  

Among those who have been touring Britain is Miss Barbara Chisholm of New Zealand. At home 

she is Principal of the Sydney Church of England  Grammar School for Girls.  

Since March, 1960, Miss Constance Chisholm of London, Ontario, has been making clay swans, taking as her 

models live birds, Eskimo prints and even the famous ballet Swan Lake. Flying, courting or bobbing for food, 

each swan bears the trademark ñChisò. As she uses neither moulds nor a kiln, no two swans are exactly alike 

and the time needed in the making of each model is considerably lengthened. But, says the artist, "I expect be 

making swans for the rest of my life, because I love doing it."  

Mrs Anne Chisholm, of Swan Hill, Victoria, who is well known for her beautiful singing voice, 

played the part of Olivia in a modernised version of Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night," which was giv-

en last year in the Swan Hill National Theatre Shakespearean Festival. In everyday life she is the 

busy wife  of a farmer and has two children.  

*              *               *               *               * 

*              *               *               *               * 

*              *               *               *               * 

*              *               *               *               * 

While serving with the R.A.F. in Cyprus, Senior Aircraftman William Chisholm of Inverness took 

part in an unusual bird-ringing expedition. He and two companions, all members of the R.A.F. 

Mountain Rescue Team, went to the peninsula of Akrotiri near Limassol, where the rare Eleanora's 

Falcon breeds on the cliffs.  

*              *               *               *               * 

Professor Erik Chisholm's new opera, "The Pardoner's Tale," had an enthusiastic reception at its first 

performance in Cape Town last December. The story comes from Chaucer's Canterbury Tales and 

the composer has arranged the text from the original Middle English verse and has adapted some 

contemporary fourteenth century melodies.  
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Clan Chisholm Society, Australia Branch 

   

President:  Tony Morrison, 39 Quiberon Way, Goulburn NSW 2580. Phone 0428 442231  tonymorrison@gmail.com 

Vice President:  Philip Chisholm, Phone 0418817721   pac666@bigpond.net.au 

Vice President: Carolyn Chown, 8/15 East Arterial Road, St Ives, NSW 2075 carolynchown@bigpond.com   

 Secretary: Kim Polley OAM, PO Box 84, Longford, TAS  7301kim.polley13@gmail.com     Phone   0417035162  

Treasurer: Alistair Thompson, 5 Marnoo Place, Belrose, NSW 2085 alistairth@gmail.com  Phone 0415 226852 

Branch Representative: Kim Polley OAM (as above) 

Genealogist: Max Bott, 6 Reid Place, Kambah, ACT 2902   max.d.bott@gmail.com 

Clan Chisholm Society Genealogy Database (international database) 

www.chisholmgenealogy.com/DB/ (Secretary can provide password) 

CCS Forum: http://www.chisholmgenealogy.com/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.p 

Clan Chisholm Australia Branch Genealogy Database   http://clanchisholm.org.au/(Secretary can provide password) 

Contacts for Clan Chisholm Society Australia Branch 

2026 FEES  

$35 single, $45 double, children under 18 are free 

PLEASE PAY VIA DIRECT DEBIT: 

Account 205832169, BSB 012 865 

Stating your name and member number if possible 

OR: cheque to The Treasurer, Clan Chisholm Soc. Inc., 

Alistair Thompson, 5 Marnoo Place, Belrose, NSW 2085 alistairth@gmail.com 

 

 

It has been my privilege to be President of The Australian Branch 

of The Clan Chisholm Society. I will not be standing for re-election 

because I believe, like all organisations, Clan Chisholm needs to 

constantly renew itself to keep up with the changing times. Times 

certainly have changed over the last five years. I wish my successor and The 

Clan Chisholm the very best for our future going ahead.  

 

I wish to advise that the date for our AGM has not been able to be set at this 

stage. Members will be advised in due course. Also, as the positions of Presi-

dent and Secretary will be vacant, please consider nominating.  

 

                                                      Tony Morrison 

mailto:tonymorrison@gmail.com
mailto:pac666@bigpond.net.au
mailto:kim.polley13@gmail.com
mailto:alistairth@gmail.com
mailto:max.d.bott@gmail.com
http://www.chisholmgenealogy.com/DB/
http://www.chisholmgenealogy.com/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.p
http://clanchisholm.org.au/
mailto:alistairth@gmail.com
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Clan Chisholm Society 

International Genealogical Database: Family Trees in digital format. Is  your FT there? If not, why not? 

Genealogical Forum:  Here you can gain assistance in searching for historical or genealogical answers 

DNA Project:  Moves your family and genealogical history into the scientific age. Has solved many fam-

ily riddles. Has proven the Norman origin of the  Chisholm founder. 

Artefacts Project:  Keeps tabs on the various Chisholm related artefacts 

Chronicles Project (in progress) chronicling the Chisholm diaspora 

Annual Journal  Hardcopy collectible annual publication of Chisholmobilia 

Clan Chisholm Website   Full of resources, news, and links 

Suggestions:   always welcome. Get in touch with your Branch Rep if you have a suggestion. 

Branches in Australia, Canada, New Zealand,  UK, USA, 

NEW: Clan Chisholm Portrait Archive Project: Photographs and Paintings 

 Established in 1951 

The mission of The Clan Chisholm Society is to preserve the heritage of 

our Scottish clan and to promote links between Chisholms around the world. 

Above: International Genealogical Database: (Get your Password from Branch secretary.) 

Below: Clan Chisholm Genealogical Forum. Click here! 

Clan Chisholm Society Website 

https://www.clanchisholmsociety.org/public/index.php
https://www.chisholmgenealogy.com/DB/
http://www.chisholmgenealogy.com/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl
https://www.clanchisholmsociety.org/public/index.php
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CLAN COUNCIL 2025 

EXECUTIVE 

 

President  Robert Chisholm     rpchisholm@gmail.com 

Vice President  David Holmes                          bandit77@shaw.ca 

Vice President  Kim Polley OAM             kim.polley13@gmail.com 

Secretary/Treasurer Susan Chisholm of Chisholm susanchisholm@tinyworld.co.uk 

Immediate Past President   Juliette Chisholm-Broomfield           juliette@morella.co.uk 

Co-opted Member Duncan Chisholm                                info@kilts.co.uk 

Co-opted Member Forbes Merrit Chisholm                                fmchisholm@shaw.ca 

 

  

BRANCH REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Australia  Kim Polley OAM             kim.polley13@gmail.com 

Canada   David Holmes                          bandit77@shaw.ca 

New Zealand  Fay D Chisholm           mj.fd.chisholm@xtra.co.nz 

NZ Branch President     John C  Ross PhD                                    J.C.Ross@Massey.ac.nz 

United Kingdom Ben Chisholm-Broomfield                juliette@morella.co.uk 

United States  Joyel Chisholm Morris                            uschisholm@yahoo.com 

 

HONORARY 

 

Artefacts Project Fay D Chisholm            mj.fd.chisholm@xtra.co.nz 

Chronicles Project Dr Margaret Collin        margaret.collin1@btopenworld.com 

Clan Historian  Jean Dunlop Munro, PhD 

Counsel  Marc Chisholm                           chismc@gov.ns.ca 

DNA Project  Robert Chisholm                       rpchisholm@gmail.com 

Genealogy Coordinator      Alastair J Chisholm                          ajchis@gmail.com 

Genealogy Database            “                                         “ 

CGI Forum Administrator                  “                             “ 

Journal Editor  Martin Chisholm                     mchisholm1@sky.com 

Webmaster  Alastair Chisholm      alasdair.siosalach@gmail.com 

 

 

Website: www.ClanChisholmSociety.org 

 

mailto:rpchisholm@gmail.com
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