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Will the clans be parading again at the Inverness Games? 

      The parade of the clans during the opening 
ceremony—pictured above—was one of the 
highlights of last year’s Inverness Highland 
Games. AHCS Secretary, Ross MacEwen, is 
awaiting confirmation that we will be included in 
the Opening Ceremony again this year, when the 
games take place on the 12th of July.  

      Since space will again be limited in the clans’ 
tent, members are advised to book early with the 
Secretary to secure your place. If the demand 
from clans is high, then perhaps questions will 
have to be asked about the ever-increasing 
presence of non-clan organisations in the tent—
especially those that are not Highland-specific. 

Visit to Castle Menzies confirmed for this May 
      Secretary Ross MacEwen has announced 
details of the Association’s long-mooted visit to 
Castle Menzies, which will now take place on the 
24th of May. This ancient seat of Clan Menzies—
at Weem, near Aberfeldy in Perthshire—also 
hosts the Clan MacGregor Museum, so this visit 
will constitute a double clan-whammy.   
      Ideas for future visits to other clan castles, 
museums, or centres would be welcomed by the 
committee. 

      As reported in last year’s newsletter, the 
MacGregors’ were then holding a gathering to 
mark the completion of their  Dalmally carved 
(Loch Awe School) gravestones conservation and 
display project. Their gathering went very well, 
as did the gatherings held last year by a number 
of other clans—such as the Camerons and 
Chisholms—some of which are reported on 
elsewhere in this newsletter. Clan MacKenzie are 
among those holding a gathering this year.  



 How lovely to be sitting here in Fortrose—just down and across the firth from Inverness—as Spring arrives in the 
Highlands. It’s not just the daffodils in the borders, the buds breaking on the trees, and the birds singing from their boughs; 
it’s also the light as the days finally become longer than the nights. This is particularly important when you live not far from 
the same latitude as the southern part of the Hudson’s Bay and of Alaska; so that on the 21st of December each year, we get 
just six hours of sun—if it deigns to shine—which can make living here in the Highlands a depressing experience at that time 
of the year. Fortunately, the reverse is true in the middle of the summer, when we get eighteen hours of sun (again, if its 
shining) and only six hours without it (which, when there is no cloud, is really a permanent twilight rather than darkness). 
One of my strongest childhood memories is of mid-summer fishing off the rocks on the south coast of the Moray Firth at 
eleven o’clock at night, as golfers were finishing their rounds on the nearby links; and now, as old age creeps up on me, one of 
my greatest delights is sitting on the top-deck of the bus out of Fortrose on a cloudless morning (and we do get quite a few of 
them at this time of year), looking across the blue water as Inverness is lit-up by the rising sun.   
 If all that were not enough, the bus is progressing through what was, in its hey-day, the heart of MacKenzie country. 
The Chanonry—as Fortrose was previously known—with its (now-ruined) cathedral and (now disappeared) castle, was for 
Clann Choinnich, the great eastern prize which they plucked from the Munros, before returning to the west to wrest the great 
western prize of Lewis from the MacLeods. The Black Isle was  the granary of the Highlands, and there’s a wonderful old 
account of the Earl of Seaforth’s annual progress round the Highlands & Islands, which would start at Brahan, go to Gairloch, 
then to Lewis, then to Kintail, and finally back to Fortrose just in time for the harvesting of the barley, on the nearby estate of 
Allangrange, from which Ferrintosh’s famous whisky was made. Allangrange would become the home of the post-Seaforth 
MacKenzie chiefs, and its barley now contributes to one of the most successful real ale/craft beer breweries in Scotland.     
 As my bus to Inverness passes the old manse of Knockbain, the lands of Allangrange stretch out to the north along the 
valley of the Munlochy Burn, while to the south lies the hill and farm of Drumderfit. As you will discover later in these pages, 
the hill was the site of a famous 14th century battle when the Provost and burghers of Inverness, in league with the Frasers, are 
said to have engaged their opponents from the wild west in peace-talks, which were liberally lubricated with local liquor; so 
much so, that the next morning the sober Invernessians won a famous victory, and the sole survivor of one of the losing clans 
was left behind to found a new family who tenanted Drumderfit for so-long that their name became a by-word for oldness. 
 One of the clans said somehow to have been involved with Drumderfit were the MacLennans; and just as the nature of 
their relationship with the family that possessed the farm of that name remains to this day a puzzle, so the fate of the 
MacLennan Gathering in 2024 remains a mystery. As noticed in last year’s newsletter, their website said it was due to take 
place in Inverness in July, and it still says that. As I write, the only clue that it might actually have happened is to be found on 
the American section of their website [www.clanmaclennan-worldwide.com/usa/] which says: “Our most significant event this 
year was the 2024 Highland Gathering in Inverness, Scotland.  Many US members attended …. To find out more about this year’s 
gathering, please click on the menu item 2024 Gathering”. If you click on that link, it takes you right back to the advance plans for 
that gathering. So did it actually take place? I wish I could tell you, since that’s partly what this newsletter is intended to do; to 
share amongst our members the news and plans of other member clans. If the total lack of news anywhere online that I could 
find about the MacLennan Gathering is one of the most extreme cases, it is not unique; since the Mackinnons were to have a 
gathering in June 2024 which is equally unreported anywhere online. Gatherings apart, the lack of updated news on a website, 
or of news sent to me or to our Secretary so it can be included in our newsletter, is sadly not that uncommon. 
 As some will recall, I had promised a newsletter reviewing the activities of our members for November of last year. I 
did this in the full knowledge that the end of the year is a particularly busy time for me as an editor, since, in addition to the 
November edition of the quarterly journal I produce for the Highland Family History Society, I’m then also compiling Clan 
MacMillan International’s annual end-of-year magazine. Knowing however what a busy year 2025 had been for our 
members—with so many International Gatherings planned, in addition to each clan’s regular events—I anticipated being 
swept along with a wave of news sent directly, or via website write-ups that I could cut and paste from, meaning that it would 
not be too much of a burden to produce another end-of-year publication. Sadly I was wrong. Not only did I not receive much 
news directly, but I also failed to find—after a lot of time-consuming searching—much, if anything, online about many clans. 
 It’s always my intention to  include something about every clan that’s a full member of the AHCS, and I’ve tried again 
to do that. Since I wasn’t sure when I started compiling this edition which clans were still paid-up members, I’ve ended up 
including one or two clans whose memberships apparently lapsed last year. Naturally we hope they’ll wish to rejoin for this 
year. Exactly how much space each clan gets in the newsletter it is a reflection of what I was sent, or could find online, about 
each clan’s activities in 2024 or plans for 2025. Those who took the trouble to send me material—and I thank them for it—get 
the most coverage. 
 Communication, or the lack of it, does not merely concern material for an end-of-year newsletter; but should be an on-
going, year-long process. Our Chairman recently mentioned that by the time he heard about the Edinburgh Tartan Parade in 
May, it was already fully booked; and that when he mentioned it to the Lord Lyon—who is in charge of the Tartan Register—
he then knew nothing about it (though he is now going to be part of it). I had never heard of it until I saw it mentioned on the 
Clan Mackay Society website. Here in the Highlands, it looks like yet another example of bright ideas being pushed by the 
Edinburgh elite without even informing, let alone consulting, the clans in the Highlands; the sort of behaviour that made so 
many of us up here originally think—in the aftermath of “The Gathering 2009”—that we needed something like the AHCS.  
 However, having such a body to serve as a means of distributing news of such events, when they come to our 
attention, is not much use if the news never gets to our attention in the first place. In that regard, it is much to be regretted that 
the Scottish Clan and Ancestry Forum has not been revived in the aftermath of its pandemic closure. Given that it does no 
longer exist, it’s all the more important that members of clans who are plugged into the Edinburgh network—particularly 
Highland chiefs who belong to the Standing Council—take the trouble to keep the AHCS informed of plans for future events 
that might or should involve the members of our clans. 

Graeme Mackenzie.  

Editorial 



 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Chairman 
 

 The Inverness Highland Games have proved to be again very popular, back to the numbers that 
attended before the pandemic.  This very heartening. The March of the Clans with our banners was a 
new item, and the photographs taken of the parade wizzed round the world on the various on-line 
media.  It is certainly an experiment that has worked. 
 Our clans’ tent also proved very popular and this despite the heavy showers that descended at 
various points in the day.  This at least had the positive effect of driving lots of people into the tent for 
shelter.  Either the tent was smaller, or there were more clan stalls, but we were tightly ranged round 
the sides, displaying in colourful ways our different clans. 
 As chairman, I enjoy welcoming people from round the world to the central table, as they come 
into the tent. Most of them have not got much of an idea of what a clan is.  Some have heard of a ‘clan’ 
and wish to know which clan they belong to.  This can be a difficult question to answer, but with maps 
of the clan lands laid out, and displays and details of tartans, and visitors telling us where they were 
going to visit later on, most find that they have some sort of link to a name or place.  Being asked to 
sign the visitor’s book is very popular, often filling in the space for their own clan name, and I hope 
most, if not all, feel that they have been given a good Highland welcome, and an introduction to our 
heritage. 
 Of course, lots of local people come in who know all about their clan, and make contact with the 
associations and the office bearers.  This is a great boost to morale too. 
 Thanks to the vision of our secretary, Ross McEwan, this year there are several changes in our 
routine.  We are centring our activities around the Inverness Games, with our AGM and talk the night 
before, which will give us more of a chance to meet each other, without time constraints.  We have 
moved our visit to the clan lands to earlier in the year, and hope that good crowd will attend Castle 
Menzies on May 24th. 

Allan Maclean  

The Clans outside the tent before the opening of the Inverness Highland Games 2024 



From the Secretary 
 

THE YEAR AHEAD  
 

NO AHCS PRE-CULLODEN COMMEMORATION EVENT  
As was discussed last year during the AGM, after considering the increasing number of events being held throughout the 
Culloden commemoration weekend each year, the decision has been taken to move the Association’s lecture from the night 
before the Culloden Commemoration, to the night before the Inverness Highland Games in July. Please see further details 
below. While there will be no AHCS event in April this year it is anticipated that the Association will participate in the 
wreath laying ceremony at the Culloden Commemoration as normal. Service starts 11.00am on Saturday 19 April.  
 
VISIT TO CASTLE MENZIES – SATURDAY 24 MAY 2025  
The Association are very pleased to announce we will be hosting a visit to the historic CASTLE MENZIES on Saturday 24 
May 2025. This visit is open to all members who pre-book. Castle Menzies is a spectacular sixteenth century Scottish castle, 
restored during the twentieth century by the Clan Menzies Society. The Castle is a splendid Renaissance example of the 
transition in Scottish castles from earlier rugged Highland fortresses to later mansion houses. The Castle was the seat of the 
Chiefs of Clan Menzies for over 400 years. Situated in a strategic location, it was involved in much of the turbulent history of 
the Highlands. During the second Jacobite campaign the Castle hosted both Charles Edward Stuart, who rested on his way to 
Culloden in 1746 and, just four days later, the Duke of Cumberland, commander of the Government forces. Rescued as a ruin 
in 1957 by the then recently re-formed Clan Menzies Society, the Castle has been lovingly restored by generations of Society 
members and was placed into a charitable trust in 1993. The Castle also houses the Clan Gregor Museum, which adds an 
additional special element to this upcoming visit. The Association will be covering part of the entrance fee for each attendee, 
the final cost will be confirmed in the coming days. We are grateful to Castle Menzies for offering a special reduced rate for 
this upcoming visit.  
PROGRAMME:  
Saturday 24 May 2025 Castle Menzies, Weem, Aberfeldy, Perthshire, PH15 2JD.  
1pm: Members arrive at Castle Menzies  
1pm – 2pm: Sandwich lunch  
2pm: Tour of Castle Menzies (approximately 90 minutes).  
To secure your place please complete form previously sent out by email—or email ross@clanmacewen.com to get the form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ASSOCIATION AGM & LECTURE – FRIDAY 11 JULY 2025, INVERNESS  
As detailed above, the Association will hold a lecture the evening before the Inverness Highland Games. Included in the 
evening’s proceedings will also be the Association’s AGM. This will provide the added benefit of enabling Inverness 
Highland Games Clans Tent attendees to attend the AGM the night before, while being able to exit the site at the conclusion 
of the Games rather than potentially, but hopefully not, contending with the difficulties experienced by us all last year.  
The Association are very pleased to announce that RODDY YOUNG of CLAN CREST SILVER will give a lecture on his 
work and craft immediately following the Association’s AGM. We understand that Mr Young does not often give public 
lectures about his work, and so we are particularly grateful for his time. Preliminary event details are as follows:  
PROGRAMME:  
Friday 11 July 2025 Riverbank Room, Ness Walk, 12 Ness Walk, Inverness, IV3 5SQ.  
6pm: AHCS - Annual General Meeting  
7pm: Coffee to be served / Meeting overrun  
7:30pm: Lecture: Roddy Young, Clan Crest Silver.  
An open call for agenda items will be sent to Members at the end of May, with a full meeting bundle, including agenda and 
previous minutes to be circulated electronically in the second half of June.  

Castle Menzies 



THE INVERNESS HIGHLAND GAMES – SATURDAY 12 JULY 2025  
We are delighted to confirm that the successful ‘Clans Tent’, led by the Association and now widely described as the largest 
annual inter-clan gathering in Scotland will again take place as part of the Inverness Highland Games this year. As discussed 
during the 2024 AGM I relayed the significant concerns and difficulties which were experienced by everyone last year with 
regards to the parking / access arrangements which prevented us from being able to leave the site and hold the AGM at Eden 
Court as was the initial plan. The Association will be doing all it can to ensure such difficulties do not hamper our exit or 
experience this year. We are awaiting final confirmation from the Highland Council regarding the Opening Ceremony, more 
information will be circulated as soon as it is available. Please be advised, due to the increasing popularity and interest in the 
Clans Tent, the Games are requiring confirmed numbers much earlier than previous years. I have requested an extension and 
am awaiting a response from the Highland Council, however, do not delay confirmation if at all possible.  
*PROGRAMME: Saturday 12 July 2025. Bught Park, Inverness, IV3 5SP  
08:00: Clans / Organisations Arrive to set up  
10:00: Group Photo outside the front of the Clans Tent  
10:30: Gates Open  
12:00: Opening Ceremony (TBC)  
16:00: Pack up  
17:00: Depart  
*PLEASE NOTE, TIMINGS ARE APPROXIMATE AND WILL BE CONFIRMED IN DUE COURSE  
IF YOUR CLAN / ORGANISATION WISHES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CLANS TENT THIS YEAR, PLEASE 
ADVISE ME BY EMAIL AS SOON AS IS POSSIBLE, AND NO LATER THAN 03 APRIL 2025.  
[ross@clanmacewen.com]  
 
ONLINE LECTURE – TBC SEPTEMBER 2025  
The Association will be hosting an online lecture for members, taking place in September, date to be determined.  
Further information will be circulated in due course.  
 
A CLASH OF THE CLANS – GOLF TOURNAMENT PROPOSAL  
While the age of swords and shields may (for the most part…) be over, a suitably Scottish method of modern clan ‘warfare’ 
which has not been explored to any great degree may be afoot. Our friends in Clan Grant are currently in discussion with the 
British Legion in Grantown-on-Spey to devise a Clan Golf Tournament, with monies raised provided to local community 
projects.  
The details available at the present time are:  
a) The tournament be held as a Stableford competition, played on a shotgun start format so that everyone is back in the 

clubhouse for refreshments and prize giving at the same time  
b) That at least one team member be under the age of 18 if possible  
c) Clan teams display their ‘touch of tartan’ and for the tournament to act as a fun inter-clan activity which could attract 

media attention over time and perhaps give rise to a new suite of inter-clan activity with a charitable element to enable 
maximum benefit for all.  

Jill Standing, Event Organiser for Clan Grant Society UK, would warmly welcome notes of interest or feedback / input to the 
proposal, and can be contacted via jill.standing.t21@btinternet.com .  
 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  
Finally, the form for renewing Organisational and Individual Memberships has been sent out by email. We would ask that 
forms please be returned at your earliest convenience, if you have any questions please do get in touch at any time.  
 
Ross MacEwen: ross@clanmacewen.com  
 
 
www.clangregor.com/the-clan-gregor-museum 

Why is the Clan Gregor museum at the Clan Menzies Castle? 
A little historical context… 
  
If you are wondering ‘why a Menzies castle for a MacGregor museum?’  The answer is 
the moor of Rannoch.  Ronald Williams, in his superb book ‘Sons of the Wolf’, tells 
how when the Gregarach were dispossessed from Glens Strae, Orchy and Lochy some 
of the wilder elements of the clan settled around Rannoch… a vast wilderness of peat 
moss and remote ridges of rock and heather.  They acquired some land at Stronfernan 
from the Clan Robertson and at Dunan as tenants of Menzies of that Ilk, but mostly 
they held by the coir a' chlaidheamh (power of the sword).  They fortified a small 
island in Loch Rannoch and made it their stronghold. Raiding out of Rannoch, the 
‘Children of the Mist’ caused mayhem. 
  
In 1523 when the MacGregors of Dunan were causing particular nuisance, Sir Robert Menzies of Weem refused to 
obey an order of the Privy Council to put and keep them out of his lands of Rannoch on the grounds that it was 
impossible for him to do so because ‘MacGregor, on force, entered the said Robert’s lands of Rannoch and 
withholds the same from him masterfully, and is of far greater power than the said Robert, and will not be put 
out of the said lands’. 



AHCS Events in 2024 

The Culloden Commemoration weekend started off with an excellent talk on tartans by Peter Macdonald  

After the Gaelic Society’s service on the battlefield, Rossie Macrae laid a wreath on behalf of the AHCS  

Clan members preparing to parade before the opening of the Inverness Highland Games. 
The AHCS hosted 16 clans and 6 other organisations in the Clan Tent this year,  

and once again we’re very grateful to the Highland Council for providing this facility to the clans. 



Clan Cameron 
www.clan-cameron.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The International Clan Cameron Gathering was held from the 1st to the 4th of August at the seat of the Cameron chiefs, 

Achnacarry, in the west Highlands, near Fort William. This was the first gathering for 15 years, and the first hosted by the new 
chief, Donald Andrew Cameron of Lochiel, 28th  Chief of Clan Cameron. The Covid pandemic delayed the planned 2020 

gathering. Hundreds of attendees came from all over the world, with major contingents from the USA, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, France, and of course, Scotland.   There were tours of the Achnacarry estate, a welcome reception, talks on 

various topics, a main day with all sorts of highland and agricultural displays, a ceilidh and a farewell BBQ on the final day to 
finish.  Old clan bonds were re-established and new clan bonds formed, and it was truly a memorable time for attendees.  

www.scottishbanner.com/2024/09/25/the-international-clan-cameron-gathering/ 
 

Clan Chattan 
www.clanchattan.org.uk 

 
 
 

 

 

The Clan Chattan Association Tent 
Relax and enjoy some Highland hospitality in the Clan Tent. 
Browse through some of the past publicaƟons and visit the 

Mackintosh family private museum or take a walk up to 
the Lachlan Mackintosh memorial and enjoy the view.  

 

The Clan Tent will be open: 
Friday 8th August        10am – 5pm 

Saturday 9th August      10 am – 2pm 
 

Please note that there is an entrance charge to the Moy 
Country Fair, for more informaƟon please go 

to www.moyfieldsportsfair.co.uk/ 

 
 

CLAN MACPHERSON—IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

Unusually this year, the Clan Chattan and the Clan Macpherson Annual Gatherings run consecutively rather than 
concurrently, and as a result members of the Clan Chattan can join the Clan Macpherson’s annual celebrations and 

would be welcomed if they wished to do so. They start on Friday 1 August 2025 with a banquet and ball in the Duke of 
Gordon Hotel in Kingussie. For aficionados of James Macpherson of Ossian fame, there is to be a talk on him between 

13:30 and 14:45 in the afternoon by Jim and Marie Macpherson. 
On Saturday 2 August 2025, come and join the Clan Macpherson march at 13.45 into the Newtonmore Highland Games, 
thereafter enjoy the Games, admire the Clan Macpherson Museum and join in our ceilidh at the Duke of Gordon Hotel 

in the evening. Church and a picnic follow on Sunday. 
 

For further info see Clan Macpherson elsewhere in this newsletter. 

News from our Members: Past & Future Events 



 The Clan Chisholm Society tries to hold an international gathering every three to five years. This is not always in the 
Highlands and has been held in Canada and USA. The Society has five branches in UK (includes Europe & Africa), Canada, 
USA, New Zealand and Australia. Branches host local gatherings and the UK always meets in Inverness usually during July 
when the City of Inverness Highland Games is held. 
 Due to changes in some branches and then the coronavirus pandemic and difficulties with travel for some time 
afterwards our last International Gathering was in Inverness in 2014. Finally we were able to make plans for a gathering in 
2024. This required a lot of work by the committee establishing a schedule for the week and contacting the various places of 
interest to Chisholms. A key difficulty was setting a price for delegates which ended up being a bit of guess work. We decided 
to set a maximum number of 100 delegates, until one knows numbers one can’t get quotes and until one has a cost those 
thinking of attending will not commit. Finally everything was in place – the hotels and venues were incredibly helpful 
although we did not quite meet our maximum and some folk elected to pick and choose from the weeks events meaning we 
had to stand down one coach. 
  
Our booking-in evening on Monday 8th July at the Glen Mhor Hotel, Ness Bank, Inverness started from 5:30pm Christina 
Chisholm and husband Norman had set out a range of hand-woven items including of course Chisholm tartan scarves and 
cushion covers. These and the other colourful designs proved to be very popular purchases as they easily fit into a suitcase for 
the journey back home. Christina had set up a spinning wheel to demonstrate that part of the production of their completely 
hand-made items. Together with my niece Danu we greeted folk and checked them in ensuring we knew which events during 
the week each would attend as well as capturing their contact telephone numbers and any special dietary requests which we 
could share with the various caterers across the week. Each person was given a welcome pack of a folder containing many 
items including pens and notebook. We then had time to chat before sitting down for a presentation by Dr Margaret Collins on 
early Borders Chisholm history. The talk was fascinating and showed the immense amount of research that Margaret has been 
doing over the past few years. Questions on the research followed which provoked good discussion within the room. 
Margaret is hoping to bring the research together into a book for the Society. Before that can be completed, she must obtain 
rights to use various documents and images, that is why she was unable to share her presentation with us and asked that we 
did not take photographs of it. 
  
Bright and early on Tuesday 9th July our coach arrived for the trip to Fort George. Our coach driver Gordon looked after us 
well during the week. We spent about two and a half hours exploring the vast Fort George site and still didn’t manage to see 
everything. The weather was bright, sunny and warm which was a blessing as we could enjoy walking around and looking 
out across the Moray Firth. The museum was very popular as were other buildings such as prisoners’ cells and the regimental 
chapel. The Seaforth Highlanders exhibits proved popular – the late chief of Clan Alastair and his grandfather chief Roderick 
were both in the Seaforth’s and had been stationed at Fort George. We then headed to the nearby Culloden exhibition centre 
and battlefield where Caitlin Greig had provided lunch in a private room for our party. Following that we were given an 
extended guided tour through the battlefield. Our expert guide Gavin had an extensive knowledge of the lead up to the battle, 
the aftermath and of the Chisholm part in it. His talk was both informative and emotive. 
 At 4pm it was back on the coach to return to Inverness to get ready for the evening Ceilidh which was to start at 
6:30pm. The tables were beautifully set out and the ballroom glittered with pretty lights. The Glen Mhor provided a delicious 
meal and we gave everyone a voucher for their first drink. Our three musicians headed by Tom Cruickshank set up and 
played a few tunes to get us in the mood for dancing. A Scottish Country dance troupe headed by Irene Whyte then 
demonstrated dances and explained the steps before getting us up to join in with them. During a short break in the music and 
dancing Hamish our chief called out the winning raffle tickets and folk chose from the prizes displayed on a table. A most 
enjoyable evening. 

Left: Fergus Atkinson-O’Sullivan wife Vicky and their children Arthur & Max  
visiting from Connecticut, proud grandmother Jenni & her brother Rob Atkinson. 
          Right: Susan Chisholm of Chisholm with Fay Chisholm from New Zealand. 

CLAN CHISHOLM INTERNATIONAL GATHERING—JULY 2024 
Compiled by Susan Chisholm from the Clan Chisholm Society Newsletter 

Clan Chisholm 
www.clanchisholmsociety.org 



On Wednesday 10th July our bus arrived at 09:30 for the hour-long journey to Newtonmore. Here Lucy Mackintosh operations 
manager at the Highland Folk Museum welcomed us. We were given a talk on the history and development of the 80 acre site 
which has at least 35 reconstructed historic buildings. We were shown into The Shelter which houses over 12,000 historical 
artefacts. There was so much material on the two floors that we could not see it all before lunch. There were examples of old 
farming machinery and household machinery across the ages as well as smaller items from past Highland Life. Many of us 
recognised things that our grandparents and even parents would have used. Lunch was arranged for us in the Am Fasgadh 
building before we were able to roam the site and visit the reconstructed buildings. The 17th century village was a highlight 
with guides explaining how the people would have lived. There was also an exhibition of spinning and weaving with a 
demonstration of the process of dyeing wool using the plants and minerals found locally. 
 A few of us met later at the Town House in Inverness. We hoped to get some good photographs of the Chisholm 
related swords which are in display in the main hall. This proved quite difficult as the swords are fixed fairly high up on the 
wall. We were given access to the old council chamber and Duncan Chisholm delivered a talk on the building as well as the 
Chisholm connection. 
 
Thursday 11th July and two coaches brought the clansfolk from Inverness to Marydale Church Hall at Cannich where we met 
others who had travelled from elsewhere. Packed lunches were delivered to Marydale and these could be eaten on the coach 
or in the Hall. Our coaches set off along the ten miles up Glen Cannich to Loch Mullardoch. Many Chisholm families around 
the world would have originated from parts of Glen Cannich.  
 A cairn was begun in 1959 by Miss Miriam Chisholm (Australia) to mark the area and our 2024 gathering assembled by 
the cairn to hear Tony Morrison Chairman of Australia branch talk of this history.  Back in Cannich the Strathglass Heritage 
Association had set up an exhibition of historical material covering the Highland Clearances and the Chisholm history of the 
area, and we were able to spend time looking over these records and talking to the knowledgeable team on hand. Some of our 
party went to the nearby Clachan Comar burial ground where many Chisholms lie and Peter MacDonald of SHA gave us a 
history of the site. Our coaches then took us the few miles to Erchless Castle where the chief and his family were staying. An 
excellent tea was provided on the lawns and we were well looked after by the Muir of Ord caterers Red Poppy. Andrew 
Whitelaw, a member of the Society now living in Norway gave extra atmosphere to the occasion by playing the pipes. Around 
86 Chisholm’s enjoyed the day and the weather stayed good thankfully - a great time was had by all. 
 
On Friday 12th July we held the Annual General Meeting of the International Society. Again at the Glen Mhor Hotel where a 
buffet lunch followed. In the afternoon Anne Fraser of the Inverness Archive Centre arranged a guided tour of the archive. We 
were fascinated by the expert restoration and conservation work being carried out of some old leather-bound ledgers in one of 
the workshops. Many Chisholm documents had been laid out on tables for us to view, these included the 15th and 16th 
century papers rediscovered in 2015. 
 Saturday 13th and Susan, Danu and Duncan set up the Chisholm tables in the Clan Village tent at the City of Inverness 
Highland Games. The Games were very well attended, and we had many visitors. The weather stayed fine all day and was 
very different from 2023. My niece Katrina and her husband Colin came along later to help us man the table as did Duncan 
Chisholm junior. Some of our junior Chisholms even took part in the boys running races – a fun day and a great end to our 
gathering week. After the Games Susan Chisholm of Chisholm and Duncan Chisholm attended the AGM of the AHCS. 

 Left: Duncan Chisholm talks about the Inverness Town House.  
Right:The Chisholm boars head stained-glass window. 

 
 
 

Left:  
Plaque at the cairn  

overlooking Loch Mullardoch 
 
 

Right:  
Part of Clachan Comar  

Roman Catholic burial ground.                              



Clan Davidson 
www.clandavidson.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clan Donald 
www.clandonald.org 

 

Highland Council has approved more than £162,500 of funding to help 
reopen a 117-year-old tower dedicated to a Victorian soldier. 
 
Maj Gen Sir Hector MacDonald, who was nicknamed Fighting Mac, fought 
in wars in Afghanistan and was an aide to Queen Victoria. He took his own 
life in a Paris hotel in 1903 after fellow officers spread rumours about his 
sexuality. The 30m (100ft) MacDonald Monument in his hometown of 
Dingwall has been closed for a number of years, but the new funding is 
expected to lead to the memorial's restoration and reopening. 
 
Report & picture from www.bbc.co.uk/news/ 
 

 

Friday 28th March : Historical talk about the “Skirmish at Tongue”. 3-5pm at Kyle Center/North Coast 
Connection, Tongue. 
Sunday 13th April: 7.30 pm Inverness Choral Society concert at the Drumossie Hotel - to include  “I Landed with 
Seven Men”; the story of Charles Edward Stuart and the Jacobite Rebellion in words and folksong. 
Wednesday 16th April: To mark the anniversary of the Battle of Culloden, a 45-minute play, “John Roy Stuart - 
Latha Chuilodair”, at The Fox Tavern in Dublin Street, Edinburgh, 12.15—1.00pm.  
Saturday 19th April: Culloden Commemoration. 10.30am March from Culloden Visitor Centre to the Main Cairn. 
11.00am Ceremony at the Main Cairn. At conclusion, piper leads to the Clan Donald Stones for laying of wreaths. 
Thereafter, Clan Donald Culloden Lunch at the Drumossie Hotel; individually seated, booking essential! Special 
Guest Speaker is Susanne Macdonald, the Community Activities Co-ordinator for Cultarlann Inbhir Nis. 
Saturday 13th July: Inverness Highland Games. A good opportunity for local members to volunteer and help man 
the stand in the Clan Tent. 
Saturday 16th August: Glenfinnan Highland Games. 



Clan MacEwen 
www.clanmacewen.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Clan MacEwen held their International Gathering 2024 in Scotland, in June, during which they convened a  
Family Convention to further the progress of promoting their Commander, Sir John MacEwen, to the Chiefship. 

 

This years International Gathering will be held in conjunction with the Chicago Highland Games in the USA  
from the 13th to the 14th of June 2025, where Clan MacEwen is the Honoured Clan.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice by Ross MacEwen, 23 March 2025 
Earlier this week the Chiefship of MacEwen, abeyant since 1450, was reinstated by Lyon  

following a considerable global campaign stretching back almost 80 years. 
The new Chief is Sir John McEwen, Baronet of Marchmont and Bardrochat. 

As the chiefship of MacEwen collapsed long before the regulation of Scot’s heraldry, and following a detailed 
search of the Duke of Argyll’s records (as the Campbells had the MacEwen lands and Barony of Otter transferred 
to them) a new Chiefly Coat of Arms was required to be designed based on what historic precedent was available. 
The design put forth by Adam Bruce and myself only received two tweaks by Lyon, and a warrant was signed on 

Thursday this week officially recognising Sir John as Chief of the Name and Arms of MacEwen.  
Above is the rapid draft emblazonment I’ve had created ahead of the official announcement.  

As the lead Clan officer for the legal and heraldic side of this campaign it’s a huge sigh of relief and hopefully 
new law and precedent for future families to engage with in the future.  

 
 
 
 

Sir John MacEwen and his family 
Picture from the Scottish Banner 



Clan Donnachaidh—The Robertsons  
https://www.donnachaidh.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2025 Clan Donnachaidh Society Gathering & AGM will be held in Bruar, Pitlochry, and the surrounding clanlands during 
the period 21 - 24 August 2025.  The AGM will be held on Friday 22 August 2025 at The Tryst, Pitlochry. Booking forms will be 
available shortly. Should you wish to note interest in attending the 2025 Gathering please e-mail admin@donnachaidh.com. 
 
 

Clan Farquharson 
https://clanfarquharsonuk.com/ 

 
G A T H E R I N G  2 0 2 4  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G A T H E R I N G  2 0 2 5  
The presentation of new colours to the Clan Chief on afternoon of Tue 12 Aug.  

This is a special, once-in-a-lifetime event, will take place as a public event within the programme of Ballater 
Victoria Week, on Church Green, Ballater. There will be processions down the main street of the new flag and 

pipe banners, followed by a procession of clan members headed by the Clan Chief and the Ballater & District Pipe 
band. After the presentation of the colours the pipe band will give a display before leading all clan members and 

dignitaries to the Victoria Hall where it is hoped to have a tribute to the late Captain Farquharson.  
We will be calling for volunteers to act as banner bearers, pipers, marshalls, guides etc.  

 

Clan Grant 
https://clangrant.org/ 

 

ABERNETHY GAMES 2024 
THE ACCESSION OF THE 34TH CHIEF OF GRANT 

 



Clan Gregor 
www.clangregor.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Clan Gathering and Bi-centennial 2024 
 

 We are thrilled to announce that both our International Highland and Stirling-based Tours concluded on July 28th to 
rave reviews. Participants were captivated by the awe-inspiring Dalmally Stones now permanently displayed in Glenorchy 
Kirk, alongside the breathtaking Scottish landscapes and cultural sites. A highlight of the tour was a splendid banquet with 
Sir Malcolm, Lady MacGregor, and other distinguished guests at the Crieff Hydro Hotel, followed by the exhilarating 
Lochearnhead Highland Games. 
 Many members took advantage of their stay in the UK to extend their adventures, exploring iconic locations such as 
Orkney, the Outer Hebrides, Iona, and Tiree, as well as venturing into England and Ireland. Enthusiastic participants engaged 
in walking the Rob Roy Way, hill climbing, and even attending the prestigious World Pipe Band Championships in Glasgow. 

 

Clan MacAulay 
https://clanmacaulay.org.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Clan MacAulay 2024 International Gathering in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, Canada.   
Beautiful place filled with the beautiful MacAulays from across the globe! 

 

Clan MacDougall 
www.dunollie.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Clan MacDougall International Gathering at Dunollie, were given an enthusiastic welcome  
when they visited Lismore in 2 groups on 31 July and 1 August 2024. www.lismoregaelicheritagecentre.org/ 



Clan MacGillivray 
www.clanmacgillivray.net 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Clan Mackay 
www.clanmackaysociety.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tartan Parade Edinburgh 10 May 2025 
Join Clan Mackay at the Tartan Parade Scotland! March with pride behind our Clan Mackay Drummer  

at this year's Tartan Parade in Edinburgh. Connect with fellow Mackays and celebrate our heritage.  
 
 

Clan MacKenzie 
www.clanmackenziesociety.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2—10 August 2025 
With attendance at the Strathpeffer Highland Games on Saturday 9 August 



Restoring Duart Castle 
From The Clan Maclean Association Newsletter 2024, Issue 1 
 
Passengers sailing on the CalMac ferry from Oban to Craignure in the past two 
years would have been very impressed with the rate of progress that has been 
made with the restoration of Duart Castle. The restored west wall facing up the 
Sound of Mull is a shining example of the quality of the work diligently 
undertaken by our skilled craftsmen who have almost called Duart Castle home 
for over 10 years. The Banqueting Hall, Main Bedroom and Dressing Room have 
been restored and are quite grand. Repairs to the south wall containing the 
entrance where visitors enjoy having their photographs taken, usually with the 
Chief, are well advanced for an early 2025 finish. The final restoration Phase 11, 
involving extensive work to the battlements and roof over the old boiler room, is 
planned to commence next year and subject to funding being received from 
donors and Historic Environment Scotland, we are expecting a 2026 finish. This 
will be in time for the Clan Maclean International Gathering which is scheduled 
for 2027. Donations collected by the Duart Castle Restoration Appeal have been 
key to making this happen. To date the Appeal has received £1.67 million from 
donors ranging from pensioners who have contributed £10 to £20 each month to 
substantial contributors making up the membership of the Chief’s Circle Donors, 
and everyone in between.  

 

Every donation is important. To raise funds Clan groups have conducted events such as raffles, auctions, bike rides, sales and 
much more. Those attending the International Gathering 2023 week of celebrations will recall two fund raisers that were held: 
a raffle of mainly locally donated products on the welcome night at the Maclean Shindig at Macgochans and a silent auction of 
high value items conducted in the marquee in the Castle grounds on the last day. These two events contributed a total of 
£6,235. For the Chief to give thanks to Guardian (& above) donors for their generosity, a special Reception was held at Duart 
Castle.  
 

Following the Gathering 2023, Clan Maclean Association donated £4,000 to 
the Appeal which was followed by a further donation of £5,000 in 2024. To 
date the Association has contributed a very creditable total of £12,890 for 
which the Appeal is very grateful. To ensure there are sufficient funds 
available to complete the restoration, the Appeal is seeking additional 
funds of £250,000 which will be challenging. For everyone involved in the 
restoration, it is very exciting to know that we are on the final leg. The 
Appeal wishes to express its gratitude to people who have supported the 
restoration, particularly those who have been directly involved over a long 
time. The leadership and dedication demonstrated by our Chief Sir 
Lachlan Maclean during the project is acknowledged and admired. Clan 
Maclean will be very proud to visit their ancestral home that once again is 
in fine condition. Importantly, the restoration provides a waterproof 
residence for the Chief, who unassumingly views himself as the current 
caretaker.                                                                 Grant Maclean, Appeal Coordinator Duart Castle Restoration Appeal. 

 

Clan MacLeod 
www.clanmacleod.org 

 

Clan Maclean  
https://web162.secure-secure.co.uk/maclean.org/ 



Clan MacMillan 
 From the Clan MacMillan International Magazine, No. 29 (December 2024) 

 

 

Clan Macpherson 

www.clan-macpherson.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1—4 August 2025 

Cluny's Reception, Dinner & Highland Ball, at the Duke of Gordon Hotel, Kingussie, on Friday 
and the March of the Macphersons to the Newtonmore Highland Games on Saturday. 

 

 Clan Macrae 
www.clanmacraescot.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We look forwards to seeing as many MacRaes as possible for our annual lunch on Saturday  22nd  March  2025.  
All being well, we will gather for lunch as we have before, at Eilean Donan Castle Visitor Centre before midday ready to walk 

over the bridge for a welcome within the castle. A buffet lunch will be laid out in readiness, with the offer of wine or soft 
drinks. After lunch, there will be the AGM of which any members of the society are welcome to join.  

George MacMillan of MacMillan and Knap (centre)  
with Andrew & Jane McMillan from Georgia USA 

Chief George MacMillan 
continues to welcome clan 
members from all over the 
world who visit the Clan 

Centre at Finlaystone. 
In October, his son, Arthur 

(pictured right with his 
wife Barbara), represented 
his father in Mississippi at 
the  29th Gathering of the 
Clan MacMillan Society of 
North America—the body 

which every two years, 
alternating between the 

two countries, brings 
together members from 

Canada & the USA. 



Clan Matheson 
www.clanmatheson.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Clan Matheson International Gathering 20-23 July 2024 
 

Clan Munro 
www.clanmunro.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Kirkmichael Trust has appealed to Munros for contributions towards the cost of restoring  
the collapsed memorial to Hugh McKay Munro and his wife Sarah Relph, who were for a time  

the Governor and Matron of the Black Isle Combination Poorhouse.  
 

http://www.kirkmichael.info/HughMcKayMunro_GovernorBlackIslePoorhouse.html 
 
 
 

Clan Rose 
www.clanroseinternational.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Clan Stewart 
www.stewartsociety.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The London Dinner of the Stewart Society 
The Dinner  will be on Wednesday 21st May at the Caledonian Club, Halkin St, London (pictured above).  

We are very pleased to say that the Guest of Honour will be Rory Stewart, academic, broadcaster, writer, former 
diplomat, politician and most recently presenter of the podcast “The Rest is Politics” with Alistair Campbell.  

We are fortunate to have a piper and Siannie Moodie on her clarsach in addition to our speaker.  

 

Clan Sutherland 
www.clansutherland.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Clan Urquhart 
www.clanurquhart.org 

 
 



Great! But what part do the Clans play in the Inverness Castle Experience? 
 

 Why should the clans have any part in the Castle Experience? Well, when it was first mooted that the courts would 
move out of the castle and that it would be converted into some kind of Highland historical or cultural visitor centre, it was 
suggested—largely by others, rather than by the clans ourselves—that, since we were central to the history and culture of the 
Highlands, that the clans should have a part in whatever the castle became.  
 Since the clans were then in the headlines—following the arguments and financial losses associated with “The 
Gathering 2009”—and the then Minister of Tourism, Highland MSP Fergus Ewing, had convened meetings in the Highlands 
to find out what the clans’ “big-ask” was, a non-Highland politician from another party jumped on what appeared to be a 
bandwagon and suggested that the converted castle should be devoted to the clans and their history. That of course never 
appeared realistic to those of us actually in the clans; but we did think we should have some part in it, and hoped that 
whatever emerged would have a room that would explain clans and serve as a guide to where in the Highlands to go—to the 
castles, centres and museums of the clans around the Highlands—to learn more about us.  
 In pursuit of this objective, representatives of the Highland clans were invited in 2015 to discuss options at a 
Stakeholders’ Workshop with Jura Consultants, who went on to produce, in the following year, a 150 page report that 
specifically referred to “Option 3: Visitor Centre” that would “focus on one of the themes proposed in the initial suggestions at 
the stakeholder workshop, such as clans, emigration/ancestral tourism, or Highland/Gaelic culture”.   
 Given the emphasis in the consultants’ report on what would attract the most visitors and need the least government 
subsidy, it may not be surprising that a serious attempt to explain Highland history and culture has had to give way to 
storytelling, music, food, and drink; but so far as I could see, when I last looked at the Experience’s glossy promotional video, 
the clans don’t seem to feature at all. What’s more, when I emailed Fergus Ewing—who is still the co-chair of the Inverness 
Castle Delivery Group—a couple of weeks ago to ask how the clans may feature in the Experience, I received no reply. 
 Ticket prices for the Experience have just been released (though no opening date has yet been announced).  
The first price is for online bookings (High Life Highland card holders will have special offers, including on food and drink): 
 Adult £20/£22; Senior £18/£20; Child £14/£16; Family (2 adults, 2 children) £46/£54; Family (2 adults, 3 children) £55/£65. 

https://invernesscastle.scot 



Another Clan in Search of a Chief or Commander 
 

www.clanloganscotland.scot 
Our history in Scotland is long, royal and proud – our forefathers carried the Bruce’s heart to battle, we owned important 
lands all over Scotland and we were a large, well known and prosperous family. The last of our chiefs died in the 1800s 

without any children or heir and for some time we have had no chief to represent our clan. As the history of Scotland 
changes, more and more clans are embracing their heritage and seeking to appoint chiefs. At present, we are looking for our 

hereditary chief but as yet we haven’t found him or her. We have asked the Lord Lyon (His Majesty’s Senior Heraldry 
Officer) to legally appoint a commander of the clan to lead the effort to find our chief and this is where we need your help. 

The Clan Logan Society International (based in the USA) is organising a clan convention in Edinburgh in April 2025.This is 
to determine who will become clan commander and lead the clan's research into finding a chief if such a person exists.   

 
www.clanlogansociety.org 



Inside the Search for a Chief: Clan Logan Society International Holds Candidate Forum for Commander 
By Bart Forbes, COSCA At-Large Director, Communications 

 

Three candidates for the position of Clan Logan Commander faced a battery of questions from a moderator and from Logans 
who zoomed in to the special forum. The candidates were in agreement on most issues but diverged in their perspectives on 
other questions. This event is one of a series of actions taken by Clan Logan Society International to secure a chief for 
Logans worldwide. George Logan of Logan (or “Logan of that Ilk”) registered his coat of arms with the Lord Lyon in 1672. 
Hugh Logan of Logan, grandson and heir to those arms, died in 1802 with no legitimate heir of his own. For over 20 years, 
members of the Society have been searching unsuccessfully for his descendant. 
  Following guidance provided by the Court of the Lord Lyon in 2021, the Society will hold a Family Convention to 
nominate and confirm a Commander of the Clan, while they continue to search for the hereditary Chief of Clan Logan. As 
noted by the Lord Lyon, “one of the principal responsibilities of a commander is to seek to identify any potential hereditary 
claimant to the chiefship.” A commander is generally appointed for a five-year term and may be renewed. If a descendent of 
the last Logan of Logan is found, the commandership comes to an end. If the Commander has served for at least ten years, 
that individual may be a candidate for the chiefship with the support of the clan or family. 
  Three individuals stepped forward to be considered as “Commander of the Name Logan. Therefore, the Clan Logan 
Society International held a Question & Answer Forum with the Commander Nominees on Tuesday, February 25, 2025. The 
forum was moderated by Caleb Logan, Heritage Officer, Clan Logan Society International, who introduced the candidate and 
asked the questions. ... 
 The moderator delved directly into the heart of the Clan Logan’s chief restoration project by asking the nominees what 
they thought was the significance of having a chief. Steven explained that “the Chief serves as a symbolic leader, 
representative of our clan's rich heritage and traditions, the Chief embodies the values, history and culture of clan Logan, 
providing a sense of identity and continuity for each member.” Robert noted that chiefs have “no real power and are mainly 
figureheads are indeed social dignitaries” but that the chief provides “a historical reference point for future years 
safeguarding the continuation of the clan and the family.” Kevin opined that “having a chief of name and arms of Logan will 
allow us to fully reclaim our rightful place in Scottish history” and “will add to the prestige and acceptance of the clan.” ... 
 When asked what other clans serve as inspiration to the nominees, all agreed that Clan MacEwen was a model for 
them. As Robert mentioned, “One of the clans I've been very impressed recently has been the MacEwen clan and we've 
followed a lot of their advice and guidance as we've gone through our approach to convention”. ...  Another clan suggested by 
Kevin was Buchanan because “they were without a clan chief for over 800 years and through the persistence and dedication 
of a few people and their patience with a leading genealogist they managed to find” a chief. He also noted that he knows 
personally the Learned Kindred of Currie Commander who resides in the USA and “he and their clan are probably about 
seven years ahead of us in their search.”  
 

THE NAME LOGAN AND THE EARLIEST EXAMPLES OF IT 
Logan is sometimes said to derive from the common place-name Logie/Logy, as suggested by the Thom de Logy or Logn on 

record as a witness in 1278. The Logans of that Ilk appear to have taken their name from the place Logan in Ayrshire, and 
George Black, in his “Surnames of Scotland”, cites as the earliest example of the name, a Robert Logan who witnessed a royal 

charter in 1204. Adam de Logan was a witness in 1236 to a charter by Alexander II, and Thurbrand de Logan was Baron of 
Grougar in Cunningham in 1272.  He, as Thurbrandus de Logyn from Dumfriesshire, was one of six Logans recorded on the 

Ragman Roll in 1296; the others being: Andreu de Logyn from 
Wigtonshire; Phelipp de Logyn, burgess of Montrose; and Walterus 

Logan & Wautier Logan from Lanarkshire. Wautier Logan’s seal 
bore a stag's head cabossed, between the antlers, a shield with three 
piles (the piles appear on the arms of Logan of  Burncastle—right). 
There were later two main branches of the family: The Logans of 

that Ilk in Ayrshire, and the Logans of Restalrig in Midlothian who 
are said to have descended from the Logans of Grougar/Grugar.  

 

Though the Logans appear thus to be a Lowland family who, like so 
many others, now wish to be considered a clan, the briefing paper 
on their society’s website —”Search for the Chief of Logan”— tells 

us that as well as the two above-mentioned Lowland families, there 
was a Highland branch: The Logans of Drumderfit. 

It’s debateable however if the Drumderfit family were Logans at all. 

www.cosca.scot/post/search-for-a-chief 



“As old as the Logan of Drumderfit” 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Elizabeth Marshall in “The Black Isle: A Portrait of the Past” tells us that: “Separating the old parishes of Suddy and 
Wester Kilmuir stands the Hill of Drumderfit, originally known as Druim Dubh, the Black Ridge, until a battle was fought 
here of such ferocity that only one of the defeated clansmen survived. Afterwards it was said Bu druim dubh an de thu, ach is 
druim nan diar an diugh (Black Ridge thou were yesterday, but Ridge of Tears today). History records how Donald of the Isles 
camped here intending to set fire to Inverness. Somewhat chivalrously he sent notice of his forthcoming attack to the provost 
who hastened to offer conciliatory terms. At the same time he cunningly smuggled a large amount of whisky into Donald’s 
camp, the result being a resounding victory for the sober Invernessians.” 
 Alexander Mackenzie, in his history of the Frasers, credits the victory over the invaders from the west to “Hugh Fraser 
of Lovat, at the time King’s Lieutenant” who “having heard of their depredations resolved to punish them. Collecting his men, 
he marched to their encampment, and by the aid of the Provost and citizens of Inverness who, in terms of a preconcerted plan, 
there met him, he put every one of them to the sword, except one individual who concealed himself unobserved under a 
‘Lopan’, a primitive kind of cart, from which, according to tradition, his descendants, who afterwards occupied the farm of 
Druim-a-deur, or Drumderfit, for four hundred years, derived the name of Loban, modernised into Logan.” 
 Rev. Roderick MacKenzie, in his contribution to the Statistical Account of Scotland on the parishes of Kilmuir Wester & 
Suddy says of this battle: “One circumstance worthy of remark is, that a very honest and respected family of farmers, date 
their introduction to this parish from that period; and what is still more extraordinary, amidst the various changes and 
revolutions time and proprietors, they have continued ... and their antiquity is such as to become a proverb, so that when 
people speak of a very remote circumstance, it is a common saying among them: ‘it is as old as the Lobans of Drumderfit.”  
 In 2008, Malcolm Lobban of Pooraka, South Australia, published the results of a lifetime of study into the history of his 
surname as “The Scottish Surname LOBBAN: Notes on its possible origin, together with genealogical data on certain families in Scotland 
and in other countries”. In it he traces the Logans in Drumderfit—who never seem to have been recorded as anything more than 
tenants (though “kindly tenants” were often considered to be Tacksmen—whether or not they had a written tack—and 
therefore said to be “of” their holdings)—back from a Robert Logan, who appears to have been the last of his name actually to 
possess the farm of Drumderfit. He was a banker in London in 1870, but his sister married Captain Cameron of Balnakyle 
whose descendants were still in possession of Drumderfit when Malcolm Lobban was researching his family history in the 
early 21st century. Robert Logan’s son apparently went into the Indian Civil Service and when he retired bought Raddery, to 
the north of Fortrose. His grandson Guy L’Estrange Logan was born in the parish of Fortrose and Rosemarkie in 1922. 
 Robert Logan the banker is said by Malcolm Lobban to have been the great-grandson of Thomas Logan (1750-1807), 
whose gravestone in the Kilmuir burial ground identifies him as a thrice-married merchant and tenant in Drumderfit. Nearby 
is the grave of his parents, Isobel Fraser and Robert Logan, who is described as “farmer & merchant in Drumderfit” [HFHS, 
Kilmuir MIs, Page 7, Nos. 64 & 65]. Robert was married to Isobel in 1730 in the parish of Avoch as Robert Loban [OPR]. 
Malcolm Lobban cites a number of other examples of 18th century families in the Black Isle who were recorded at marriage or 
in the baptism of early children as Lobans, but whose later children were baptised as Logans.    
 It appears that such earlier records as there are also record the tenants of Drumderfit as Lobans; so in 1564 when Queen 
Mary granted the lands of Drumdarwecht and Westir Kescheok to her bodyguard James Gray, we are told these lands were then 
occupied by William Lobane and others [OPS II, Pt . 2, page 536]. According to Malcolm Lobban, the charter names amongst the 
others, David and Donald Lobane. Earlier, in 1539, lands that included Drumderfit had been granted to James Fraser, the 
brother german of Hugh Fraser, Lord of Lovat [OPS].  
 The above grant may well have confirmed a Lovat lairdship that stretched back to the battle that took place at 
Drumderfit maybe two centuries earlier, since the 17th century historian of the Macraes, Rev. John Macra, tells us:  
 “There was in Ardmeanach about this time, a man of numerous kindred and followers called Loban, agnamed 
Gilligorm, who had a claim or quarrel against the family of Lovat .... But the second or third Lord Fraser of Lovat, judging for 
his interest to put an end to so troublesome a quarrel brought from the south country twenty-four gentlemen of his name …. 
With these and the MacRas and such others as he could get and thought necessary, he marches directly against Gilligorm, who 
with all the forces he could make ready, was prepared to receive him, and after some proposals of peace made and rejected, 
did in the end engage in sett fight, upon the moor of Drumderfit …” [Drumderfit Hill is shown below from the south].  

Drumderfit Farm 



Loban/Logan and MacLennan 
 

 In his “Clans, Septs, and Regiments of the Scottish Highlands”, Frank Adam’s entry for MACLENNAN OR LOGAN 
says “it’s difficult to trace the history of the Siol Ghillinnein to an earlier period than the fourteenth century” and goes on to 
give the story of Drumderfit and its aftermath, largely as told by Rev. John McRa: “In this battle Gilliegorm and most of his 
following were slain. Logan’s wife was captured by Lovat. She was enceinte at the time. Lovat’s intention was to destroy the 
child of Logan’s wife should it be a male. In due time the lady gave birth to a male child. It was, however, so stunted and 
deformed that the child was suffered to live. The boy received the appellation of “Crotach,” or hump-backed …. He was 
educated by the monks of Beauly, took Holy Orders, and founded the churches of Kilmor in Skye and Kilchrinan in Glenelg. 
Logan …. left several children. One of these became a devotee of the Saint Finnan, and his descendants were known by the 
appellation of Mac-GhilleFhinnein, or Maclennan. The Maclennans inhabited the district of Kintail …. The residence of the 
chief was on a hill, named originally Dric-na-Clavan, and afterwards Drumderfit”. So the home of the Lobans/Logans in the 
east was relocated to the west to fit with the tradition that they were MacLennans.  
 An alternative origin for the name MacLinnan/MacLennan was suggested to Malcolm Lobban by Hugh Logan, the son 
of the Gaelic Precenter for the Free Church in Urray, who said that “Crotach MacGilligorm upon birth had his shoulder, not 
his back, broken ...” and that MacLennan was a corrupt or Anglicised version of the Gaelic for “Son of the Lad with the 
Crooked Shoulder” [the Gaelic for shoulder being slinnean]; but it’s generally accepted that the name MacLennan does come 
from the Gaelic MacGhilleFhinnein/Mac’illinnen; i.e. ”Son of the Devotee of Finnan”. There is little agreement however about 
the existence of their legendary progenitor Gilligorm, who might be “the blue [eyed] lad” or the “Devotee of [Saint] Gorman”—
a discussion that continues in relation to Clan MacMillan’s “Sept of Blue”—and where he may have come from (or indeed, 
when exactly he may have lived). The Rev. John MacRa’s account of him suggests he headed a clan in the Black Isle, but Clan 
MacLennan histories place him and his followers in the west; and this would accord with accounts of the Battle of Drumderfit 
which pit Lovat and the inhabitants of Inverness against the Lord of the Isles and/or clans from the wild west.  
 Since the first version would, in effect, make the MacLennans a western branch of the eastern Clan Logan/Loban—
whose pre-Drumderfit origins are not clear—they naturally prefer the second version which has the Lobans/Logans as a 
relatively small eastern branch of an important western clan who were a power in Kintail before the MacKenzies and 
Mathesons appeared there. The second version is supported by the authors of “The History and Traditions of the MacLennans 
of Kintail” (Jon Gardiner McLennan and James McLennan) whose 1996 publication says their clan are to be identified with the 
Clann t-Sealbhaich, who were remembered in the 17th century for their participation in the Battle of Bealach-ne-Broige as 
Clantalvigh/Clantalvich (by Sir Robert Gordon) and Clangalrigh (by Rev. James Fraser). MacAulay historians however claim that 
Clann t-Sealbhaich was the name of their kindred; or at least of those MacAulays later associated with the MacKenzies on the 
mainland of Ross (not to be confused with those on the Isle of Lewis who claim a different origin). The noted 20th century 
Gaelic scholar and historian, Willie Matheson, agrees that linguistically this makes more sense than the suggestion by some 
old MacKenzie historians that Clann t-Sealbhaich stands for Clan Tarlich/Tearlaich [for whom see Graeme M. Mackenzie, 
MacThearlaich/Charleson/Charles: A Sept of Clan MacKenzie? in HFHS Journal, Vol. 43, No. 1, November 2024].  
 Willie Matheson notes that in another manuscript by the Rev. John MacRa, it is stated that Clan Tarlich were the 
MacLennans, and that there was a tradition amongst the MacLennans that their early habitat was in Glenelg. In relation to 
this, Willie Matheson notes the existence in Glenelg of a broch known as “Castle Tellve”, which in Gaelic would be Dùn t-
Sealbhaigh, to support the contention that the Clantalvigh—one of three clans from the west in rebellion against the Earl of 
Ross—could indeed have been Clann t-Sealbhaich. There’s nothing however, beyond coincidence, to support the contention 
that Clann t-Sealbhaich can be equated with the MacLennans; and in fact, Rev. James Fraser, having said that Clangalrigh were 
one of the three rebellious clans from the mountains who fought the vassals of the Earl of Ross in the “cruell conflict” at 
“Beallach in Broig”, goes on to report that “in the beginning of the next year a fragment of the former clans, with some 
surviving M'klinnans … sallying out upon the adjacent nighbourhood, pilching and robbing, at last fell doun upon Beuly 
barrony in absence of the Lord Lovat …. to catch the Master of Lovat ...”. That suggests the M’klinnans were separate from the 
clans who’d fought in the previous conflict; but the fact they were “surviving” makes it somewhat ambiguous. 
 We return finally to the fact that a strong tradition, dating from at least the 17th century, connects the MacLennans to 
the Lobans or Logans; so much so that when Sir Thomas Innes of Learney—who had been the Lord Lyon from 1945 to 1969—
wrote “The Tartans of the Clans and Families of Scotland”, which was published in 1971, he repeated almost word-for-word 
what Frank Adams had said in 1908; and showed Clan Logan’s tartan to be that associated with the MacLennans. Then, when 
Ronald G. MacLennan was elected Chief of the MacLennans by gilfine process in 1978, Learney’s successor as Lord Lyon 
allowed him to matriculate arms that are obviously related to those of Logan of that Ilk. Nevertheless, it’s to be hoped that the 
present Lord Lyon will take care when it comes to allowing any Commander or Chief of the Lowland Clan Logan also to claim 
to be the chief of the Highland Logans who were really Lobans, and may or may not have been MacLennans.  

Graeme Mackenzie. 

MacLennan of MacLennan MacLennan/Logan Logan of that Ilk 



About the AHCS 
 

Full membership is open to all clans judged by their peers in the AHCS to be “Highland” —whether represented 
by a Society, Commander, or Chief. Non-Highland clans and families may become Associate Members, and thus 
enjoy preferable rates at our events and a voice, but no vote, in our Council. Highlanders with no clan 
organisation may become Individual Members, on the same terms as Associate Members. Our events are 
intended to be open to all clans and families, but where space is limited preference will be given firstly to Full 
Members, and secondly to Associate Members.  

Association of Highland Clans & Societies, c/o An Darach, 22 Lady Nairn Avenue, Kirkcaldy, KY1 2AN.  
 
 

Chairman: Very Rev. Allan Maclean of Dochgarroch. Email: clanmacleanassoc@aol.com 
Dep. Chair: Donald McIntosh. Email: donald.mcintosh@btinternet.com 
Treasurer: Rossie Macrae. Email: rossie.macrae@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary: Ross MacEwen. Email: ross@clanmacewen.com 

Editor:  Graeme Mackenzie. Email: graeme@highlandroots.net 
Committee: Anne Maclean of Dochgarroch. Email: macleangathering22@gmail.com 
  Anne Fraser MacQuarrie. Email: anne.borlum@btinternet.com   

Events planned for 2025 to be attended by AHCS or a Member Clan 
 

19 April: Battle of Culloden Commemoration organised on battlefield by the Gaelic Society of Inverness at 11.00am. 
10 May: Tartan Parade in Edinburgh . Clan Mackay—and others? 
21 May: Stewart Society London Dinner 
5 July: Gairloch Highland Gathering. Clan MacKenzie. 
11 July: AHCS Evening Lecture and AGM—details on page 4 of this newsletter 
12 July: Inverness Highland Games: 20 or more pitches in AHCS tent should be available (sharing may be possible). 

24 July: Mull Highland Games at Tobermory. Clan Maclean. 
26 July: Balquhidder, Lochearnhead and Strathyre Highland Games. Clan Gregor. 
30 July: Arisaig Highland Games. Clanranald (Clan Donald). 
2 Aug: Aboyne Highland Games. Clans Farquharson & Fraser. 
2 Aug: Newtonmore Highland Games. Clan Macpherson. 
2—10 Aug: Clan MacKenzie International Gathering 
8 - 9 Aug: Moy Game Fair. Clan Chattan. 
9 Aug: Strathpeffer Highland Gathering. Clan MacKenzie 
9 Aug: Abernethy Highland Games. Clan Grant. 
12 Aug: Parade and Presentation of New Colours to the Chief of Clan Farquharson in Ballater 
14 Aug: Ballater Highland Games. Clan Farquharson. 
16 Aug: Glenfinnan Gathering & Highland Games. Clans Cameron & Donald. 

6 Sep: Braemar Gathering & Highland Games. Clan Chattan. 
13 Sep: Pitlochry Highland Games. Clann Donnachaidh (Robertsons). 
 

Additions/corrections to above listings should be communicated to the Secretary (listings will be put on new website when we have it up).   

FULL MEMBERS (as of 2024): 
 

Cameron (M’Gillonie, M’Martin, M’Sorlie of Glen Nevis,  
                  M’Lachlan of Coruanan, Cumming of Achdalieu). 
Chattan (Mackintosh, Shaw, M’Bean/Bain, M’Phail,  
     M’Queen, M’Thomas, Macintyre in Badenoch).  
Chisholm 
Davidson 
Donald (representing Clanranald, MacDonell of Glengarry,  
               MacDonald of Keppoch, MacDonald of Sleat, etc). 
Farquharson 
Fraser of Lovat 
Grant 
Gregor 
MacDougall 
Mackay 
MacKenzie 
Maclean 
MacLeod 
MacMillan 
Macpherson 
MacRae 

 
Matheson 
Rose 
Stewart 
Sutherland 
Urquhart 
Younger 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 
Iain McIntyre-Younger of Culmullin 
Highland Family History Society 
 
LAPSED FULL MEMBERS 
Currie/MacMhuirrich 
Donnachaidh (Robertson) 
MacAulay 
MacGillivray 
Mackay 
Mackinnon 
Munro 
 


